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SLOVAKIA 


REPORTS from the Twentieth Congress 

the Soviet Communist Party indicate that the 
main changes introduced the captive nations 
the post-Stalinist period will not reversed 
the immediate future. The regimes will probably 
continue have more leeway the 
local policies; overall integration and “coopera- 
tion” will greater than ever, but more attention 
will given local conditions, and there will less adherence impractical dogmatism. 


The greater weight now given the demands reality was clearly illustrated the 
contrast between some the key pronouncements Party Secretary Khrushchev the 
Soviet Congress and those Gheorghiu-Dej the recent Romanian Congress. The Soviet 
leader was optimistic, generally conciliatory tone, and expressed some important devia- 
tions from the Stalinist line. Dej, the other hand, reiterated many Stalin’s harshest 
cliches, called for continued, unrelenting fight, and scorned suggestions for revisions 
policies ideology. The two speakers spoke differently because the reality they confront- 
differed major respects: with Soviet successes Plan fulfillment, consolidation 
present Party leadership, and new opportunities foreign policy, “soft” line 
was both possible and profitable. But not for Dej, who confronted shaky Party, weak 
economy and continued popular resistance. 


Despite such “divergences,” however, present Soviet policy bound have overall tasks 
for all the captive nations. Heavy industry, for instance, will stressed each them, 
though more realistically than the pre-1953 period. The call for revival the “Popular 
Front” idea will probably entail greater regime efforts conciliate left-wing parties 
some the European nations. “Peaceful” economic competition will also involve greater 
Satellite participation, mainly the part the more industrialized nations—Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland and Hungary. 


The greater latitude the Satellite regimes now have formulating their domestic pol- 
icies was apparent last month differences approach towards the kind and amount 
criticism tolerated “from The Polish leadership adopted far the most 
lenient policy the area. enc. complaints about domestic shortages, 
edged serious deficiencies the living standard and wage policy, and allowed the intel- 
lectual controversy literature and Marxist theory the fields science and culture 
continue unchecked. Although regime spokesmen deplored “predominantly negative 
criticism” and “bourgeois the major trend the month was startling in- 
crease press attacks and satires and privilege,” the “sugar-coat- 
ing” Polish reality, and Communist failures various fronts. permitting such 
widespread criticism and thereby “joining” the people their dissatisfaction with pres- 
ent conditions, the regime apparently hoped could arouse popular enthusiasm, play up- 
feelings national pride, and prepare the ground for energetic fulfillment the new 
Five Year Plan. 
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Bulgaria the official attitude towards criticism was more severe. recent meet- 
ing the Writers’ Union, Premier Vulko sharply censured group Com- 
munist authors for attempting away with Party control literature, and insisted that 
the Party would not permit “indiscriminate criticism,” nor agree “some absolute concept 
freedom.” Chervenkov also took the question the “mistaken views” now appear- 
ing literary publications. attacked one writer particular for implying that the Bul- 
garian people were being sacrificed for Communist economic goals and for suggesting that 
there were “grumblings” about Party policy. The Communist Premier claimed was 
against the “lacquering reality,” but made clear that complaints about the living 
standard were totally unwelcome. similar regime reaction against unwanted writers’ criti- 
cism recently occurred Hungary. 


Trade union meetings the area also pointed variations 
Gheorghe Apostol, addressing Romanian union plenum, stressed the unions’ tasks im- 
proving work competitions, increasing productivity, and introducing new 
Speakers the Hungarian trade union meeting attempted strike balance be- 
tween worker rights and worker obligations. Matyas Rakosi emphasized the crucial link 
between improving technology and expanding foreign trade, and deplored the inferior qual- 
ity and costly production Hungarian exports. But both and Trade Union Chair- 
man Sandor Gaspar also pointed out that new techniques required better working condi- 
tions and that the unions must ensure adherence safety, hygiene and welfare regula- 
tions. The question worker rights was dealt with most extensively the Polish trade 
union meeting. Chairman condemned failures pay workers overtime and dis- 
cussed flagrant abuses labor regulations. blamed factory directors for exploiting 
workers both financially and personally, and called upon unions wage active strug- 
against “bureaucratic deviations” from the labor code. 


the past month the regimes released statistics 1955 production results. All the 
countries claimed marked improvement over 1954 total industrial output. Polish indus- 
trial production was percent, thus maintaining the rate increase achieved the pre- 
vious year. Hungary, industrial output rose 8.2 percent compared with 3.1 percent 
1954; Czechoslovakia, 10.6 percent compared with 4.4 percent 1954; Roma- 
nia, percent compared with 6.6; and Bulgaria, 9.6 percent compared with 
8.7 percent increase over 1953. 


The regimes were generally less explicit about farm output. Romania and Bulgaria, 
overall figures were released agricultural production, although specific gains were an- 
nounced. Hungary, farm output was said progressing “satisfactorily,” though 
again overall figure was given plan results. Poland, farm production increased 
percent against planned 6.2 percent. Czechoslovakia was the only country claim 
sharp rise over Agricultural production there allegedly increased 11.5 percent, 
whereas 1954 crop production declined and animal production went only percent. 


past weeks the area has reverberated with intense campaign protest 
the USSR and the captive nations against the Free Europe Committee’s leaflet-bearing bal- 
loons and the meteorological balloons. This campaign included various complaints 
the US, the UN, West Germany and Turkey. variety false allegations were reiterated 
against the leaflet balloons: they were claimed bear explosives, very much larger 
and heavier than they are, endanger life both regard air traffic and upon landing. 
The frantic pitch and volume the anti-leaflet campaign indicated the strength the re- 
desire choke off this voice from the free world. 
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“We fully recognize the author’s right adopt 
exploratory and fighting attitude with regard 
all phenomena our life. encourage and 
embolden him What matters for 

the artist’s more profound assimiliation 
the problems our struggle. realize that 
along with ideological intensity, the indispensable 
requirement for literary creation climate 
freedom. are anxious avoid detailed in- 
terference, mainly exercising instead general ideo- 
literary creation fight against old world ballast, 
against notions and habits the capitalist epoch, 
against the ever-returning wave petty bourgeois 


will exercise care awaken and 
new feelings that correspond the new 
Socialist relations among human beings.” 


Politburo Member Jakob Berman, 
Nowe Drogi January 1956 


NEW adopted the Soviet leadership 

after Stalin’s death seemed have fewer immediate 

repercussions Poland than elsewhere the Iron 
Curtain orbit. Compared with events Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary, the Polish scene appeared relatively 
tranquil, and the revisions economic and political policy 
were both cautious and mild. The most palpable change 
occurred the field culture with the launching, about 
one year after Stalin’s death, campaign against “art 
administration.” Although the drive was initiated 
the Soviet Union, and was echoed most the Satellites, 
the Polish version was the most outspoken and far-reaching 
the area. 1955, criticism art, and more important, 
the ideological principles governing Polish culture, had 
reached such major proportions that the entire period 
was described the words “chaos” and “thaw.” Not only 
did the regime permit widespread criticism its policy, 
but the midst the controversy, reorganized the 
Security Police, and thereby indirectly indicated that 
would not put stop the debate nor prevent from 
penetrating other, crucial sectors national life. 

The reasons for the present “thaw,” and the compara- 
tively few policy changes made the 
Stalin period, can traced part Poland’s special 
position the orbit. The Polish Communist regime took 
power time when the country was wracked war 


“Genghis-Mach” 


Caricature critic Mach Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), 


April 1955 


devastation and when the population, for the first time, 
constituted homogeneous whole. The first post-war years 
were marked tremendous rebuilding effort and 
settlement the Western Territories, and both these 
factors tended contribute sense national fervor 
and pride. 

Furthermore, while sacrifice and large-scale industrial- 
ization Poland seemed have greater raison 
than elsewhere the area, the regime managed avoid 
the worst extremes. Compared with other captive coun- 
tries 1953, Poland was suffering less intensely from 
imbalance the development agriculture and industry, 
collectivization had not been pushed far, and the Party 
had managed remain intact greater degree. While 
Gomulka had been removed from the scene, Polish political 
life had not been marked any major show trial ex- 
tensive purge. 

Although 1953 the Polish regime was thus rel- 
atively better position than regimes elsewhere the orbit, 
also had contend with manifestations Party isolation 
and widespread discontent. The enthusiasm originally 
shown rebuilding the country had begun peter out 
because the low living standard, oppression, and various 
hardships which the people had been forced endure 
for years. Steps had taken revive the spirit 
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nthusiasm and, Poland elsewhere, one the rem- 
edies prescribed was from 

What distinguished the Polish policy was that the Party’s 
special position had enabled run the risk encourag- 
ing from the literary point view, and 
later from the politico-economic one—on relatively broad 
scale. More than any other Party behind the Curtain, 
the Polish Party apparently felt that could afford 
gamble the assumption that atmosphere contro- 
versy would not only restore the nation sense vigor, 
but tend create among the people sense solidarity 
with the regime. The possibilify exists that the Party even 
sponsored the two-sided argument that took place among 
intellectuals means shaking the people out their 
lethargy and despair. 

Several other factors also contributed the emergence 
Polish thaw. particular importance was Poland’s 
new role the USSR’s politico-economic offensive. With 
the end the Six Year Plan, Poland has become im- 
portant industrial country, and along with Czechoslovakia, 
was assigned leading role competing with the West and 
helping infiltrate the industrially undeveloped East. 
order prepare the population for increased contacts 
with foreign representatives, and for greater acquaintance 
with Western industrial technique, less rigid and more 
intelligent political and ideological line was required 
the domestic front. 

Controversy and discussion shortcomings home 
also appear have been synchronized with the regime’s 
repatriation campaign. While this drive was paralleled 
other parts the orbit, seemed more intense 
Poland both because the character the emigration 
and the traditionally important role exiles have played 
the nation’s past history. Thus many the criticisms aired 
may have been partly addressed the Polish population 
abroad. 

While many aspects the current debate were thus 
regime-inspired, the development national ferment since 
1954 indicates that the controversy went much farther 
its implications than the regime intended go. The 
debate which started intellectual circles 1954 had 
taken dangerous and popular turn 1955, and the re- 
gime was forced lay down boundaries beyond which dis- 
cussion should not go. Considering its larger aims, the 
regime did not dismiss its opponents “enemies plotting 
the return the old order,” and officially maintained that 
the intellectual opposition did not represent particular 
political faction with concrete platform, but was com- 
prised artists, writers and scientists individually seeking 
“revision denounced the mounting chaos, 
but nowhere did charge the opposition with overt attempts 
damage the Party’s rule. 


Art 


“It was most important for express own judg- 
write half-truths; was fed with reviews which 
authors wrote about everything but what they themselves 


“One must educate oneself ideologically.” 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), May 1955 


thought. The writer paralyzed when knows that every 
word writes will scrutinized the light and looked 
over carefully according the one decisive criterion— 
whether not has exposed himself.” 


Jan Kott, Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), March 1955. 


The literary debate Poland gained momentum the 
spring 1954, when authors and critics began directing 
bitter shafts against the doctrinaire narrowness and timidity 
stultifying artistic creation. Their primary target was 
bureaucratic control and the fear inspired literary 
people. Thus critic Henryk Vogler (Zycie Literackie 
May 1954) declared that contemporary Polish lit- 
erature amounted more than mechanical rewriting 
and that the artists’s chief function had become diplomacy. 
Jozef Gruda, exposing similar symptoms Polish drama- 
turgy, accused the “Socialist theater speaking 
the language ministerial circulars (Sztandar Mlodych 
August 14, 1954). And Witold Wirpsza, 
even more trenchant attack, out the “procurer- 
bureaucrat” who ordered writers find easy solutions 
all life’s problems and prove that the Communist sys- 
tem automatically produced human happiness (Zycie Lit- 
erackie, May 16, 1954). the end the summer, the 
movement liberalize artistic expression was underway 
and was gradually developing into controversy major 
proportions. 

From the very onset the debate, regime spokesmen 
warned against the implications the new criticism. 
Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), May 1954, rebuked signs re- 
turn “naturalistic,” non-political art, and Andre Braun, 
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writing Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), June 13, 1954, in- 
sisted that the Party would never abandon its right in- 
fluence artistic development: “The Party,” said, “has 
never withdrawn any its ideological theses artistic 
problems. has changed its tactics widened 
and deepened its ideological theses Socialist realism 
but has never stepped aside from the only possible direc- 
tion Writer Kazimierz Brandys also de- 
fended “Socialist realism,” claiming that “naturalistic” art 
“violated the ideological hierarchy truth,” and omitted 
the drama man’s political struggle and social fate (Zycie 
Literackie, June 13, 1954). And Minister Culture and 
Arts Sokorski, speaking the June Writers’ Conference, 
stated that, though the Party would take steps remove 
bureaucratic abuses, would permit deviations from 
the Party line art. 

Despite this warning, the criticism continued and at- 
tained new dimensions. originally the Polish debate 
seemed like echo the literary controversy then taking 
place the USSR, subsequently acquired character 
its own. the end the year was obvious that what 
had begun assault Party control literature had 
become sweeping indictment present-day Party policy, 
current “Marxist theory,” and the reality Polish daily 
life. Orthodox Communist writers defended the Party line 
against these critical onslaughts and opposed demands for 
loosening restrictions. The Party itself, however, permitted 
critics air their views, and gave sign ending the 
“thaw.” 

The question what was unique Polish Communism 
appeared early the debate and constituted springboard 
for attacks against the Party’s uncritical acceptance the 
Soviet line. Writing Nowa Kultura September 
19, 1954, Zygmunt Kaluzynski discussed poetry the light 
the Polish revolution, which, asserted, differed com- 
pletely from the Soviet upheaval. Polish Communism, 
said, “came after the horrible catastrophe 1945-49, which 
brought suffering all our people. was not won the 
form violent street fights which the people’s anger, 
accumulating for years, expressed itself with full force; [it 
came] result reflection and ‘long night talks among 
The armed subversion after 1945, differed 
from Kolchak’s and Denikin’s civil war; was under- 
handed, gangster-like, peripheral—not within the commu- 
And that why poets imitating Mayakovsky 
and shouting loud voices impress people who, hav- 
ing shut their ears and covered their eyes, cause as- 
tonishment and bewilderment everyone around.” 

Kaluzynski’s statement that the Polish community was 
united community whose revolution had “evolu- 
tionary” character was refuted—for obvious 
staunch Party supporter, Grzegorz Lasota, Nowa Kul- 
tura, October 10, 1954. The point question was not 
Mayakovsky, but whether the theory “violent class strug- 
gle” applied Polish reality. Upholding the “Marxist 
viewpoint,” Lasota accused Kaluzynski substituting his 
own impressions for reality and claimed that behind his 
generalizations lurked picture revolution seen through 
bourgeois eyes,” and sphere experience peculiar 
our literary community”: 


Jan 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), February 1952 


“It would understandable these experiences, 
the unhealthy slough customs and relations among peo- 
ple, applied only certain older writers who matured 

during the years ‘free competition’. This, how- 
ever, not so. not, opinion, quarrel be- 
tween generations struggle for this that literary 
style; bottom it... 
schools life, two different kinds experiences and in- 
tellectual attitudes towards literature. There chasm 
between the people who acted 
watched.” 


conflict between two different 


people who 


Not only did the critics question the validity some as- 
pects official Marxism, but they openly rejected 
criteria” the sole basis for literary development. Instead, 
they advocated what the critic Wasilewski (Nowa Kultura, 
February 13, 1955) called “metaphysical, non-Marxist val- 
ues,” asserting that literature had always been nourished 
values outside the realm science and had aroused 
sensations mysterious formula and con- 
fronting man with “absolute, ultimate matters.” “They 
that Marxism, which links the generalizations liter- 
ature with the laws scientific thinking, destroys these 
possibilities, deprives literature wings, and makes 
trivial. There would need deal with these 
upholders irrationality they did not credit themselves 

with discovering certain real weaknesses contempo- 
rary 

Although many other individual points were raised the 
Mach and Artur San- 
dauer, standing opposite poles, summed the main 
points the debate. Writing Nowa Kultura, March 
1955, Mach expressed his disgust with all those who saw 


controversy, two men, Wilhelm 
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fit criticize “Socialist realism.” Speaking from the ex- 
treme, orthodox position, Mach accused these critics 
irresponsibility, hypocrisy and “servile indulgence free- 


dom.” declared that hated such slogans “new 


course,’ “fresh wind,” and the “now-famous thaw,” be- 
cause such terms “suggested some kind magic mechan- 
ism historical processes” which “destroyed initiative 
the creation new values.” Admitting that many the 
critics had acted good faith, charged others with con- 
cealing their “contempt for People’s Poland” under the 
guise concern for literature: 


“There was time when they could openly proclaim 
their reactionary, cosmopolitan tastes. They cannot 
now, but they make for this using secret codes, 
making allusions and equivocal grimaces. single 
page their writing you will find disregard, even 
scorn for the literature Socialist realism; 


flirtation 
with progressive so-called progressive contemporary 
Western art; the obviously unfavorable comparison 
our poor literary output and the output great writers, 
the ‘sure ones’ of the East and the West —Tolstoy, both of 
them, Sholokov, less often Gorky, Stendhal, Balzac, Flau- 
bert and our Prus; and various other 
Bergson, Eliot, Sartre, the American four’ Joyce, 
Proust, Kafka dearly beloved, sung the yum-yum 
key but with safety valves (this allow for ‘objections’ 

“We, the friends literature, are numbed our 
sense being right. not want fight because 
are strong and are the top anyway. Besides, 
there also something else that makes patiently 
tolerant: the fear the stronger that the spanking 
gives may interpreted intolerance, ‘persecution’. 

not call for your destruction. But you, who 
know how incite Joudly, publicly, you, dressed ‘ours,’ 
you weathercock publicists, who take money from editorial 
funds for your contempt for Socialist literature, you, who 
live that which you sneer you will bump your 
heads sooner later against the wall nonsense. And 
then you will either turn back that wall will become 
wailing wall. All you—cultural subversives 
now that People’s Poland, which for you 
merely platitude, and contemporary Polish literature, 
which for you merely triviality and boredom, will man- 
age despite everything, including you.” 


snobs, 


aesthetes 


article less scathing despite its tone precision 
and restraint, Sandauer spoke for the critics the 
Party’s line. Touching upon the question realism and 
“bourgeois” art, Sandauer remarked (Nowa Kultura, May 
15, 


was enough listen what have said many times 
—openly and publicly, namely: that giving priority 
subject matter and lowering artistic criteria, 
the moral and intellectual level the artist himself; that 
realism not formal concept but ideological one, 
and that does not exclude fantasy the grotesque; that 
artistic schools should not be condemned in toto, because 

each them has its left and right wing; and that con- 
temporary Western schools they surrealist ab- 
stractionist—cannot simply labelled ‘decadent and 
ten’ because they express certain perceptions the world 


Ludwik Flaszen 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), February 1952 


arising from new historical situations and only within 
these schools that political differences appear; that the 
postulates communication and mass receptivity, car- 
ried the extreme, lead situation which art, 
being too communicative, becomes dull, and acquiring ex- 
aggerated mass receptivity, accessible only few 
clerks; that 

“But necessary continue this list truths any 
longer? One the most painful features this past 
period was that forced people who had something 
new say defend cliches. Paraphrasing the well-known 
poem ... one could say: 

“Huge armies and courageous generals 

Secret police, uniformed and bi-sexed 

defense what have they become united? 

defense few thoughts which are not really new?” 


The period question became known the “year 
chaos” and, the spring 1955, the Party made 
superficial effort steer straight course the midst 
general confusion. Jerzy Putrament, speaking for the 
regime Nowa Kultura, June 19, 1955, declared that the 
confusion boiled down the fact that the critics cultural 
policy were divided into two camps—the camp that wanted 
cure “Socialist realism various objective diseases” and 
the camp that wanted destroy its reputation and replace 
that, the chief task was liquidate the latter view and 
support the former: “We should state clearly, once and 
for all, that all those who approval] for some kind 
cultural NEP and restoration literature private 
hands are absolutely wrong.” 

Putrament’s “clarification” did little stem the tide 
criticism, and two months later the controversy reached new 
heights with the publication Adam Wazyk’s Poem 
for Adults,” which proved the literary bombshell 


the year (for full text, see NBIC, Jan. 1956, pp. 31-33). 
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Its impact upon the public was immediate, and became 
apparent that the ferment was longer limited the 
sphere theory, but had penetrated the roots Polish 
life and art. The entire August issue Nowa Kultura, 
which the poem appeared, was sold out almost soon 
reached the stands, and those who couldn’t buy copy 
offered much twenty times the price the newspaper 
obtain one. The reasons for the poem’s popularity lay 
its profound and bitter condemnation present-day 
Polish reality—in the strength Communist Wazyk’s dis- 
illusionment with “People’s Poland” and Party cant. 
Expressing his preference for the past, Wazyk criticized 

the lack straight thinking and simple feeling which char- 
acterized the present. “It was dawn,” wrote, “and 
dawn heard the sound jets When don’t want 
speak about our earth simply, then say: sky’s 
not empty.” Wazyk did not end the matter there. de- 
clared that refused accept Party distortions, be- 
lieve that “lions are calves” “in reasons kept under 
complained that “our language reduced 
thirty magic formulas,” stated that “the good people from 
the moon refuse the right have taste,” and voiced his 
disgust with hypocritical dogma: “They came and said, 
Communist does not die.’ They came and cried: 
under Socialism hurt finger does not hurt. 

“Fourier, the dreamer, charmingly foretold 

that lemonade would flow seas. 

Does not flow? 

they drink sea-water 

crying: ‘lemonade!’ 

returning home secretly 

vomit.” 


Wazyk not only criticized the Party, but the brutality, 
poverty and hopelessness people’s lives, describing the 
women who grow old early, the girl driven suicide be- 
cause she was thrown out art school for “lack Social- 
ist morality,” the huge mob “pushed suddenly out me- 
dieval darkness” build Nowa Huta, and the man crazed 
his attempts conform the new rights and wrongs 


“Naughty Kaluzynski” 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), April 1955 


Wlodzimierz Sokorski 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), February 17, 1952 


Needless say, Wazyk’s poem provoked strong attacks 
and gave rise series articles deploring the 
character” the new criticism. Poprostu (Warsaw), Sep- 
tember called the poem “wrong from beginning end”’; 
Trybuna Wolnosci, September 21, claimed that expressed 
the cold passion generalization which left the poet open 
charges irresponsibility; Tygodnik Demokratyczn) 
(Warsaw), October 19, bitterly criticized the trend towards 
“negative form criticism which, pointing out errors 
and not mentioning achievements has created at- 
mosphere which such ‘mistake’ Poem for Adults’ 

could created”; and Ludwik article 
pointedly entitled “The Difficult Art Vomiting” 
Literackie, October 30) condemned Wazyk and his sup- 


porters for remaining silent for years and suddenly regur- 


“Before, everything was good; now, suddenly, everything 
wrong. Warsaw architecture wrong, the working class 
wrong the Party has started make errors, living 

conditions have suddenly become difficult, ideas are too 
narrow and dogmatic. Suddenly—as until now every- 


thing was perfect order.” 


“In the study history and literature individual 


statements appeared undermini 


historic events. These alien manifestations naturally 


the class analysis 


did not appear concentrated form they had 
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system conception behind them. However, 


number ideas which are very false and dan- 
gerous. who does not comprehend the decisive im- 
portance the people’s masses and the class struggle 
being the main force revolution Poland cannot de- 
velop himself the necessary vigilance the face the 
bourgeoisie and its pressure the people.” 


Roman Werfel, editor Trybuna Ludu, Radio 
Moscow, August 24, 1955. 


While Party spokesmen attempted keep this outburst 
profoundly negative criticism under control, the ferment 
became noticeable another field-—the all-important 
sphere ideology. The main protagonist was Communist 
sociologist Jozef Chalasinski, who went far assert 
that Marxist philosophy Poland had failed progress 
the past ten years because the prevailing “unanimity” 
intellectual opinion had put end serious contro- 
versy. 

Using arguments paralleling those the literary critics, 
Chalasinski questioned the Party’s correctness interpret- 
ing all phenomena according principles the “class 
struggle.” Implying that present dogma could not with- 
stand the test empirical investigation, Chalasinski 
charged that the “harmful monopoly one school 
Marxist thought” had led situation which important 
cultural and moral questions were either left unanswered 
limitations the theory “two opposing trends” (the re- 
actionary, liberal, idealistic, non-Marxist trend, and 
the progressive, materialistic Marxist trend), and stated 
that its present interpretation, was inadequate 
basis for explaining all developments the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. Writing Nauka Polska (Warsaw), 
No. 1955, Chalasinski remarked: 


“Such opinion value premise for one school 
thought within the field Marxist history literature. 

[However] this opinion were accepted its 
popular form the consequence it, relation our 
epoch, would place Einstein, the representative 
the great liberal traditions European culture, the 
same camp Hitlerism; that is, within the camp which 
hostile our camp peace and Socialism.” 


After suggesting that broader dialectical outlook was 
required counteract the narrowness Party dogma, 
Chalasinski turned the question the West. Opposing 
present policy, insisted that Marxists meet the challenge 
Western philosophy instead quailing before its “in- 
fluence.” should free ourselves,” said, “from the 
anachronistic complex ideological weakness 
resistance which bids defend the Polish intellectual 
from the plague Western philosophy. The main task 
isolation from and defensiveness against bourgeois 
humanism, but intellectual offensive aimed con- 
vincing people means sharpened instruments ar- 
gumentation.” 

The Party’s leading philosopher, Adam Schaff, drafted 
long reply Chalasinski Przeglad Kulturalny (War- 
saw), September 15-21. While agreeing with some Cha- 


lasinski’s criticisms, Schaff objected his excessively nega- 
tive appraisal and declared that his statements implying 
the existence more than one school Marxist thought 
were completely erroneous. Marxism, Shaff insisted, was 
not simply another school philosophy, but theoretical 
foundation ideological system indivisibly bounded 
the strategy and tactics the class 


Views proclaimed that philosophy are closely 
linked with politics and are means only theoretical 
questions. this fact lies the source the campaign 
for Marxist ideology’s unequivocal meaning. 
account can accept the view that within Marxism there 
exist two schools thought, where solutions the 
meaning the concept ‘two trends’ 
each other.” 


are opposed 


the question Western philosophy, Schaff took 
milder but less emphatic line. Asserting the primary 
importance defense rather than “combat”, said: “We 
not intend deal with epidemics protect our in- 
telligentsia from plague, but should, means crit- 
icism, make resistant the influence hostile propa- 
ganda. This all the more necessary, because pres- 
ent have deal with veritable flood bourgeois the- 
oretical literature culture, and our own traditions from 
the inter-war period are means excellent this 
field.” 

The battle wits continued. Chalasinski made the sar- 
castic reply that Schaff’s article provided ample proof that 
“public discussion contemporary cultural problems does 
not develop easily after years Writing Prze- 
glad Kulturalny, September 29-October Chalasinski 
queried: “What the dominant note that article? That 
note the question whether not views are 
conformity with Marxism.” Such attitude, con- 
cluded, was indicative the “stigma ideological train- 
ing”: 

“All have already understood that science 
can apolitical, but not all have understood that 
science could have developed—either the past 
the present—if politics penetrated every scientific 
thought, permeated the whole perception process. There 
would culture all, the decisive factor its 
beginnings and development was exclusively the class 


Returning again the Party’s “vulgarization” the 
theory “two trends,” Chalasinski related the following 
incident: 


few years ago, one the young philosophers War- 
saw University taught the history philosophical idealism 
the following way: after declaring that Plato was 
reactionary obscurantist, once skipped over criti- 
cism And wasn’t correct? Plato and 
Pilsudski belong the same reactionary idealist trend, 
why read Plato Greek? much easier read Pil- 
sudski Polish. The way which that ‘philosopher’ un- 
derstood the ‘two trends’ enabled him perform this kind 
scientific operation, but was not accordance with 
Lenin’s teachings.” 


Chalasinski got the heart the matter subse- 
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other sectors, there has been lately relaxation the kind illustrations published the regime press. Whereas the past 
only photos showing regime accomplishments favorable light were passed the censor, the present trend allow the publica- 
tion few photos showing life really is—without the usual smiling faces and carefully-selected backgrounds. The picture above 
example this new “realism.” also remarkable for its caption, which contains the kind criticism which, the past, 
was reserved almost exclusively for cartoons. The caption reads: store the center the capital. Huge glass window brightly 
attractive merchandise inviting you look and buy. How nice would yet this how really is, unfortunately: some 
sad-looking bottles the company few dusty boxes. The only good thing that the planks thrown front the store prevent 


one from coming closer. Bravo. Swiat November 20, 1955 
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quent article (Przeglad Kulturalny, October 13-19) attack- 
ing the absence empirical investigation present philo- 
sophical thinking. Chalasinski claimed that recent 
conference dealing with the campaign against “bourgeois 
philosophy and sociology,” had started point out the 
necessity studying “mass processes,” when representa- 
tive the new “methodology” interrupted with the remark 
that “we should not try confirm theory the basis 
facts, but facts means 


here concerned with the shyness that ‘school’ 
which fears that independent thinking may lead ‘fur- 
ther than should go.’ this proper attitude for 
those who want cope successfully with contemporary 
problems? philosopher has such attitude, can 
count gaining scientific authority the commu- 
nity? Why respect philosopher’s word the 
Warsaw philosophical periodical makes sure that 
faithful not his own words but someone 


Various other philosophers and would-be philosophers 
entered the controversy, and the question the validity 
the “new methodology” and the theory the “two 
trends” was widely discussed. Although the regime did 
nothing stem the progress the debate, realized 
mid-1955 that could not afford allow continue 
without any official check. 

The discussions had enabled number Communist 
intellectuals voice their profound dissatisfaction with the 
rigidity and senselessness Party dogma. They openly 
demanded revision policy along more liberal and 
realistic lines and, doing, were doubtless expressing 
the wishes the majority people. Their criticism that 
Polish art and thought had reached blind alley, may also 
have expressed the Party’s belated realization errors 
policy, but the “rebels” had obviously gone farther than 
the Party could officially permit them go. 

They were not silenced accusations that they 
were and aired their doubts about the use- 
fulness Marxism its present They let 
known that theory could not blind them the necessities 
reality and that the “class struggle” and other Marxist 
concepts were not sacred laws. Faced with “bourgeois” 
heresies and attempts Marxism, the regime 
leadership was forced the realization that for many 
Communists its present version Marxism was inadequate, 
outdated and impractical—that is, incapable giving di- 
rection meaning Polish life. 

The debate also brought into the open the fact that 
many Communist intellectuals resented their enforced 
isolation from other, societies. Some 
the statements hinting lack “class struggle” Po- 
land implied that many Communists were now eager 
confront “Western influences.” They wanted fresh in- 
formation and fresh ideas, and they felt the need com- 
pare their own achievements and ideas with those socie- 
ties hitherto dismissed summarily “decadent 

The controversy also indicated that Polish national feel- 
ing could not appeased boasts about reconstruction 


and “industrial achievements.” rebelling against the 
wholesale import Soviet standards, and even more sig- 
nificant, Soviet revolutionary theory, intellectuals mani- 
fested growing tendency depict Poland distinct 
“historical” entity, differing crucial ways from the USSR. 
Attempts deny the existence “class struggle” Po- 
land were the most extreme manifestation this attitude. 


The Political Program 


the sense the ‘thaw’ lies not more intense 
criticism evil symptoms (such criticism wholesome and 
creative) but ideological chaos and defeatism, 
withdrawal from the proletarian dictatorship and the 
leading role the Party the life our society.” 


Adam Schaff, Przeglad Kulturalny (Warsaw), 
November 3-9, 1955 


The Party’s program, has evolved since the end 
1954, could described program cautious common 
sense. Dictated the regime’s need survive ideologi- 
cally, attempt cope with and control the at- 
mosphere national ferment supporting “wholesome” 
criticism, acknowledging unpleasant realities, and beat- 
ing acceptable path out the so-called jungle chaos 
and defeatism. 

Within the broader framework areawide develop- 
ments, the Polish program some respects representa- 
tive and others unique. Recent changes Soviet do- 
mestic, international and intra-bloc policy have been re- 
flected throughout the Satellites, and such phenomena 
the repatriation and “Socialist legality” campaigns, well 
statements indicating that the USSR has lowered the 
quota idolatry expects from the “People’s Democra- 
have not been limited Poland alone. mentioned 
above, what distinguishes the Polish program the extent 
which the regime has tolerated “criticism from below,” 
and the lengths which has gone order the 
challenge this criticism and revise its policy ac- 
cordance with “popular” demands. 

Although the Party’s official program did not begin 
assume concrete shape until mid-1955, the atmosphere 
police terror was considerably eased the end 1954. 
that time, the regime reorganized the notorious Minis- 
try Public Security and purged many its high-ranking 
officials, who were charged with abusing their authority 
employing “illegal” methods investigation. The cam- 
paign for “Socialist was continued January 
1955, when the Third Plenum the Party’s Central Com- 
mittee launched fight against “distortions the work 
the Party and State apparatus” and against “administra- 
tion from above.” Both these moves combined further 
the existing sense relaxation. 

Complaints about “mismanagement justice” appeared 
the press throughout the year. These involved 
the unjust fines and penalties inflicted “kulaks,” and 
statements that the large-scale arrests farmers had 
served useful purpose and had endangered agri- 
cultural production. The Ministry Justice was also ac- 
cused being too concerned with “political matters” and 
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ignoring common crimes, even though handed out prison 
sentences too easily. the end the year, the new em- 
phasis was given legal backing with the discussion 
completed draft new penal code regime spokesman 
Jerzy Sawicki. The latter stated that the code took into 
consideration the fact that “acts undermining State Secu- 
rity” were the decrease, thereby implying that the re- 
gime was becoming less concerned with crimes.” 

conducting its campaign for “Socialist legality,” the 
regime was aware that was confronted not only with 
serious “intellectual controversy,” but also with symptoms 
wider disaffection and discontent among the population 
whole. indicated complaints about kulak arrests, 
the situation the countryside was far from satisfactory; 
the Six Year Plan for agriculture was falling short Party 
goals, and discussions the Fourth Plenum the Central 
Committee July pointed crucial weaknesses the 
work both Party and youth organizations rural areas. 
Difficulties, course, were not restricted the country- 
side: the relatively low living standard—high costs, low 
pay, insufficient housing construction, 
mined the people’s enthusiasm and pride what had been 
accomplished since the war. The sharp rise alcoholism 
and juvenile delinquency were two the more dramatic 
symptoms this decline morale. 

the autumn 1955, the Party therefore attempted 
define its ideological position and establish new line. 
The October issue the Party monthly Nowe Drogi 
saw) carried article entitled “For Increase our 
Creative Efforts and Ideological Work,” which constituted 
response the new criticism. The article began with the 
implied admission that the present period “change 
and transformation,” the Party had the choice either 
bridging the gap between reality and theory losing 
all contact with the masses: “If want retain our 
connection with reality, want transform that real- 
ity accordance with the objective, progressive trend 
social development, accordance with the requirements 
the working masses, must make generalizations about 
these changes, represent the new phenomena social life 
creative way, understand their meaning, and draw con- 
clusions which are important for our practice.” 

Nowe Drogi also discussed certain “negative” manifesta- 
tions the “general attack backwardness politics 
and culture.” condemned both “nihilistic tendencies” 
minimize Communist achievements and attempts 
“supplement Marxism” and replace class criteria with 
“standards independent the class struggle, politics and 
the Party leadership.” 


“We not want criticism which expresses lack faith 
our system, which does not believe that the system 
eventually defeat all that hampers development and prog- 
ress. not want criticism which amounts hunting 
for sensation, which does not come from deep concern 
for improving the conditions our people. 

“The error our propaganda and our ideological work 
that have not been able provide deeper analysis 
our difficulties and deficiencies from Leninist point 
view; that have not been able test and develop 
the Marxist point view problems literature, art 
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“And what today’s forecast for creativeness 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), May 1955 


and science, problems which have become the topic 
everyday discussion that have not worked enough 
deepen our evaluation achievements and shortcom- 
ings, the evaluation the road have left behind, the 
evaluation the actual problems Socialist construc- 
tion.” 


Nowe Drogi concluded that the task the domestic 
front was cope with “contradictions” daily life, face 
serious problems, eliminate “dogmatism, abstract- 
ness and doctrinaire attitudes,” and link ideology with 
reality, thereby defeating hostile influences. The article 
then discussed the problem the West and the impor- 
tance “proper understanding international condi- 
tions.” Criticizing “naive” simplications about the immi- 
nent decline capitalism, Nowe Drogi attempted de- 
fine what could safely accepted from the West and 
what had rejected inimical. 


“The Leninist doctrine imperialism teaches that 
the general tendency towards decay does not exclude 
growth certain phases, does not exclude development 
science and technique, development particular fields 
production, particular countries the expense others. 
Therefore, [summing up] the entire problem the pres- 
ent development capitalist economy definition 


capitalist decay denotes vulgarization and impoverish- 


ment Marxist theory. [disregard] the scientific 


ignore the great and difficult tasks peaceful competi- 
tion with the capitalist world. [This leads to] harmful de- 
mobilization and complacency, our ideological disarma- 


ment.” 


While Nowe Drogi warned against “underestimation” 
the “capitalist” world, also warned against overestima- 
tion: “The extended possibilities peaceful coexistence 
the] relaxation international tension may lead 
to—and have already led to—a harmful tendency towards 
evaluation the capitalist world, acceptance 
not only the bourgeois world’s real technical and scien- 
tific achievements, but also those [developments] which 
from class point view are alien us; may result 
our failing see the process decomposition going 
the capitalist world, that underestimate our own 
achievements and the prospects development offered 
the Socialist system.” 

The third point Nowe Drogi touched upon was the ques- 
tion the road Socialism” and the Party’s fail- 
ure “pay attention that which innate our move- 
ment.” Quoting Lenin, the article pointed out that while 
all countries traversed “common road Socialism”, each 
country made “its own contribution” the new order 
and achieved specific way: “From the theoretical 
point view nothing more meaningless, and from the 
practical point view nothing more ludicrous than 
portray the future uniform gray color the name 
historical materialism.” 

answer comments about lack struggle” 
Poland, Nowe Drogi attempted restate the concept 
road less rigid terms than here- 
tofore. Pointing out that Polish industrialization had been 
carried out under different and more favorable conditions 
than industrialization the USSR, that Polish agriculture 
had undergone “specific development” and that “many 
other phases the course the class struggle are different 
our country,” Nowe Drogi insisted that these and other 
social and economic developments become the subject 
“intense study and creative generalization.” 


Sense" 


thaw was necessary but raised controversial 
winds and has broken the helm many boat.” 


Poprostu (Warsaw), November 1955 


establishing the bounds beyond which criticism could 
not go, the Nowe Drogi article provided guide the re- 
concept thaw. The concessions made popu- 
lar demands and the admissions ideological failure were 
symptomatic the one hand Party weakness, and 
the other Party determination make the best the 
controversy giving form which would satisfy its 


The demand that “naive” simplifications about the 


West abandoned was based chiefly two facts: the 
Soviets realized that the success their new economic 
program depended higher productivity and lower pro- 
duction costs, and that there was much learned from 
Western industrial technique; secondly, the Communists 
realized that their black-and-white portrait the interna- 
tional scene could longer upheld now that they were 
closer contacts and were embarking world- 
wide campaign economic and political infiltration. Prop- 
aganda about the misery life the West, the decline 
capitalism and the impoverishment Western culture 
could not stand the test reality, and the Party could 
longer hope prove the superiority “Socialism” the 
monotonous repetition meaningless vituperation. 

The November 10-16 issue Przeglad Kulturalny, for 
instance, carried article Jerzy Putrament describing 
his impressions New York. Putrament gave demon- 
stration “wholesome” criticism and “fearless” recogni- 
tion the accomplishments. claimed, 
for example, that the possibilities amusement New 
York were superior those Poland, and declared that 
the good service, cleanliness and low cost meals tav- 
erns and restaurants were worthy admiration. em- 
phasized particularly the large variety non-alcoholic 
drinks, stating that prefer the most imperialistc coca- 
cola the purest home-made 


“Let add that our publicists not choose their 
targets too well their fight against American imperial- 
ism. Apart from coca-cola, were very much opposed 
boogie-woogie, gay and lively dance, whose origins are 
certainly not American financial circles, but genuine 
Negro circles. For many our chewing gum 
was inspiration their speeches against decadent 
America. And yet, this entirely harmless occupation, 
and what more, has mass character; condemned 
the ‘better’ American circles for the same reason 
condemned our publicists: for being unaesthetic. ad- 
dition, has some practical sense: replaces cigarettes.” 


Keeping mind Poland’s juvenile delinquency prob- 
lem, Putrament continued: looked for prototypes 
our dismay, did not meet one 


Jerzy Putrament 
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long-haired hooligan. The American hooligans’ hair 
crew cut. was given very simple and prosaic expla- 
nation this: long hair may hinder parties engaged 
fight, because one fighter could get hold his adversary’s 
hair. think that our hooligans should take 
this into careful consideration. Comics and Hollywood 
films are rightly given priority our register American 
barbarism. They are really awful.” 

Another aspect this regime-directed reappraisal 
reality was discernible discussions the role the 
Communist press. October, Prasa Polska (Warsaw), 
organ the Polish Journalists’ Association, printed ar- 
ticle Kazimierz Dziewanowski requesting that news- 
papers permitted more independence and wider scope 
activity. The article clearly pleaded for greater degree 
freedom than the regime was prepared permit, and 
Prasa Polska covered itself cautiously pointing out that 
did not share all the author’s opinions. Its value, Prasa 
Polska stated, was that dealt with “vital questions” and 
would help “formulate opinion.” view subsequent 
discussions the subject and regime action, Dziewanow- 
ski’s article throws light the laws “complaint and 
compromise” now operation. 

Dziewanowski maintained that the press’ silence 
“painful questions” had been exploited the enemy 
sign regime weakness and that the ar- 
ticles printed Party newspapers had given readers indi- 
gestion. insisted that the press permitted discuss 
matters “on which the Party hasn’t expressed its final word” 
and should not confine itself “illustrating well-known 
Condemning the lack confidence the reader, 
the “distrust common sense,” and the “fear causing 
damage” which had led the policy presenting only 
news which had been “chewed over” many times, Dzie- 
wanowski 


“In the there exists the custom publishing photo- 
graphs the author along with his article. They 
know that when the reader sees the author’s photograph, 
more inclined take the views expressed the per- 
sonal views the author. The reader feels personal 
bond with the author. Using such methods makes easier 
for the press exercise much stronger influence its 
readers. 

“It certain and beyond doubt that newspaper 
Poland will publish opinions hostile our People’s State. 
This clear and don’t need bother about it. But 
what must bother about finding clear distinction 
between the responsibilities the newspaper and the au- 
thor. Previous solutions have been entirely unsatisfactory.” 


The discussion the press was continued the following 
month, when Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), November 14, 
printed the replies had received answer its question 
“What your opinion your While many 
the printed responses were indicative reader dissatis- 
faction, none them was far-reaching criticism 
article. the main, the readers demanded 
more objective information life Western Europe, 
the USSR and America, less “awkward” and “superficial” 
propaganda, and end silence such matters the 


Zygmunt Kaluzynski 


the defection men like Swiatlo the West. (See NBIC, 


January 1956, 49). 


The demand for more information was voiced also 
Poprostu (Warsaw), November which asked for more 
honest discussion the newest industrial methods the 
US. The policy silence economic developments 
the West, Poprostu claimed, had led situation which 
people looked for information from any source. “In view 
the fact that our press and radio have not been supply- 
ing enough information, people have started look for 
foreign publications and radio 

The discussion also included complaints about statistical 
secrecy. letter the editor, printed Trybuna Ludu, 
October and placed conspicuous column usually re- 
served for reprints from Moscow’s Pravda, claimed that 
the policy concealing pertinent data Polish industrial 
output had led various misconceptions, including the 
belief that food and consumer goods shortages were the 
result exorbitant exports the USSR. The letter stated 
that was impossible direct economic and cultural life 
without adequate statistics and demanded the opportunity 
compare Polish achievements with those other coun- 
tries. 

The fact that the letter was prominently displayed indi- 
cated that had regime approval. December 1955, 
this was confirmed when Trybuna Ludu announced that 
the Central Statistical Office Warsaw was preparing 
yearbook for publication early 1956. The book will cover 
1954 and 1955 data Polish industry, agriculture, trans- 
portation, prices, foreign trade, social security, and public 
organizations, and will the first its kind printed 
since 1949. 

for relations with the Soviet Union, the new regime- 
directed program has called for less extravagant praise 
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USSR accomplishments and more “concrete” discussion 
Soviet life. September Radio Warsaw broad- 
cast, the late Wiktor Grosz set the new line when claimed 
that there were many people who showed “want good 
taste” “senselessly calling for imitation Soviet exam- 
ples even though have our own pattern. True and deep 
friendship among people various said, 
“is possible only among free people who have national 
pride and dignity.” (See NBIC, November 1955, 54). 

Zycie Warszawy, October 15, echoed this opinion: 
“True friendship between two nations does not permit 
flattery. For instance, what purpose supposed 
achieved [Polish] film about the Chopin musical con- 
test which all the Soviet contestants are fea- 
tured and the Polish contestants hardly appear? What 
the use generalizations and empty praise ‘lecturers’ 
who are unable give precise information Soviet 
some publishers who release mass editions Russian pam- 
phlets without considering their usefulness Poland?” 

And cite another example, Demokratyczny 
(Warsaw), October 5-11, stated: 


“Admiration for many excellent pages Soviet litera- 
ture should not mean undiscerning praise for every 
book published the Soviet Union. This simple truth 
has not always been understood our editors, who often 
publish books chosen random, artistically poor and 
strongly criticized the USSR. not necessary 
add that they have rendered poor service Soviet litera- 
ture their excessive eagerness. [On the they 
have undermined the Polish reader’s confidence Soviet 
literature.” 


The present trend admitting Soviet and Polish short- 
comings seems designed win the confidence the peo- 
ple, and engage their cooperation. The “disarmingly 
frank” talk the living standard broadcast Radio 
Warsaw, January 1956, characteristic this acknowl- 
edgment grim realities aimed serving Party purposes: 


“ 


Our industrialization cannot match that the 
USSR, America West Germany, but what have 
achieved was done without foreign help and without pro- 
viding profits foreign capitalists. This reason for 
pride, but has also cost much self-denial. 


“We still have prosperity. difficult get 
good suit. The food market not sufficiently supplied; 
and our holiday tables not sag under loads—that 
true. also true that pre-September [1939] Po- 
land there were more nice things shop and 
this often blinds people other facts—i.e., that such 
windows existed only larger cities, that only the well- 
to-do minority could use them, and that, result, the 
pre-September economy fell dust. 

“We are looking the future. The new Five Year Plan 
will provide for new factories and undertakings the like 
which have never even been dreamt Poland. The 
Five Year Plan will further, difficult road into 
brighter future. demands higher produc- 
tivity. Socialism not built angels, but people— 
ordinary bread eaters, who prefer bread with butter rather 
than plain bread. also natural that times the 
weaker break down and think: ‘Look Nowa Huta near 
Cracow—there has been butter during the past few 
weeks, neither the nearest shop, nor the next one, 
nor the one after that. Queues front shops 
annoy us, well the fact that for very long time 
had use all sorts vessels for making tea, instead 
teapots which were not obtainable. All these painful short- 
ages. They resulted from poor implementation the 
Six Year Plan, from red tape the distribution net- 
work. Thus, everything our economic plans eventually 
affects the people. Shortages will come back, well 
plentiful supplies. Some these shortages could have been 
prevented. Today know this and shall exploit that 
knowledge.” 


not yet clear how far the Party will bridging 
the gap between theory and reality. Its present program 
“criticism from designed give Polish intellectuals 
greater latitude their work, and the Polish people 
greater sense national dignity and pride. Popular dis- 
content with Polish life and Polish Communism 
siphoned off public some the problems 
Polish reality, and the illusion greater independence 
the Soviet Union doubtless cultivated. the 
other hand, the Party’s efforts enlist popular sympathy 
mitigating petty officialdom and listening “reason- 
able” complaints has provided answer the trenchant 
attacks directed against some the most zealously guarded 
bastions Communist ideology. 


Long Form 


The Polish provincial Party organ, Glos describes bureau- 
cracy the District Agricultural Administration follows: 


“The agronomist the District Kamien requested submit his superiors 
periodical reports, some them more than two meters long. each report there 
are vertical columns and horizontal rows. isn’t understatement 
say that 50—60 percent agronomist’s work the District consists 
bureaucratic requests. The worst thing that the number and length these 
reports increase enormously during the seasons intensive agricultural work. 
The results: the agronomists give fictitious data their reports; the sowing, har- 
vesting, etc., collapse, and production does not increase the planned rate. 
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Transportation 


Hungary 


The third series articles the development and 
organization transportation Eastern Europe. 


Pre-Communist Status 


OLD HUNGARY, which shared Central Europe with 
Austria under the crown the Hapsburgs, was 
nation made geography. lay upon the Middle Danube 
plain, bordered the Carpathians the north and east, 
the Dinarides the south and the German Alps the 
west. From Budapest the center the roads and railways 
radiated outward like the spokes wheel. The Trianon 
Treaty after World War cut off the perimeter this em- 
pire and gave pieces Czechoslovakia, Romania and 
Yugoslavia. The new Hungary, shrunk third its 
former size, lost about percent its railroads and 
hard-surfaced roads, almost two-thirds its navigable 
waterways and its footing the Adriatic Fiume. 

Efforts integrate and modernize this truncated network 
were spasmodic. The crisis 1929 cut off new investment 
entirely, but was resumed the 1930’s with emphasis 
roadbuilding and the construction ships. 1938 the 
government appropriated million pengoes under five 
year plan for road building, and 1943 had succeeded 
connecting large number previously isolated com- 
munities the main road system. 

1937 Hungary had about 1,600 kilometers nav- 
igable waterways, including the Danube and its tributaries 
and the long sliver Lake Balaton the west. After the 
Danube, the two most important waterways were the Tisza 


Trolleybus Budapest 


— 


Hungary (Budapest), April 1955 


and Koros Rivers, which flow through the wheat region 
the Hungarian plain. These, however, were navigable only 
part the year, being subject drought summer and 
ice winter. Most river traffic passed and down the 
Danube, which before the war had ports. The most 
important port, Budapest, drew international traffic with 
its free facilities Csepel. But general the potentiality 
waterways had not been exploited. 

The railways remained the chief means transport, 
carrying 1937 about percent the total freight 
traffic. The length the system 1937 was about 7,800 
kilometers, amounting 8.4 kilometers track for each 
100 square kilometers territory, 8.8 kilometers for 
every 10,000 inhabitants—almost much Czech- 
oslovakia and considerably more than Poland. However, 
only percent the length was double-tracked. There 
were 1,889 locomotives, 3,908 passenger coaches and 40,852 
freight cars.* 


Adam Rudzki, East-Central European Transportation, Council 
for Economic and Industry Research, Inc., Washington, C., 
1955. 
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Budapest was crossroads for European air traffic. 
French, Dutch and German lines stopped there their 
way Bucharest, Athens, Bagdad and Batavia. The 
Hungarian Air Transport Corp. (MALERT) made reg- 
ular flights Vienna, Prague, Zurich, Arad, Bucharest 
and Warsaw, carrying 18,000 passengers 1936. 

Hungary suffered heavily from World War II, and 
damage transportation facilities was heaviest all. 
Some came from allied bombing and some from the 
German retreat 1944-45. Destruction was severe the 
railroads, where nearly half the buildings, third the 
tracks and almost all the bridges were damaged. Two 
the most important railway bridges Budapest were 
destroyed. Much the rolling stock was appropriated 
the retreating Germans, and then the Russians, leaving 
the railroads with about percent their prewar rolling 
stock operating condition. The Germans carried away 
nost the Danube and Tisza river fleets, though many 
the boats were returned after the war the Allies. 

Because Hungary had been allied with Germany during 
the war, the Soviet Union received Potsdam the title 
all German-owned property. The USSR exercised these 
rights the field transportation setting two 
companies,” which the control was theoretically 
shared Russians and Hungarians. These were 
Hungarian-Soviet Civil Aviation Co.) and Meszhart 
(Hungarian-Soviet River Transportation Co.). the fall 
1954 they were returned Hungarian control under the 
Ministry Transportation. The Ministry also operates the 
railroads (MAV), which were nationalized the nine- 
teenth century. The long-distance bus lines are depart- 
ment the railroads, called MAVAUT (Hungarian State 
Railroad Motorbus Co.), while freight trucking sep- 
arate enterprise known BELSPED (Domestic Freight 
Transportation Co.). Most the trucks private hands 
were nationalized 1948. 


Planning 


The economic reconstruction Hungary had begin 
with transportation. During 1946 number bridges were 
rebuilt over the Danube and the Tisza, and American 
financed the import 300 locomotives, but the gen- 
eral performance the transport services remained far 
below the prewar level. July 1947 the coalition Govern- 
ment began Three Year Plan aiming reconstruction 
and development. This plan resembled Czechoslovakia’s 
Two Year Plan being compromise between Communist 
and democratic socialist ideas. assigned percent the 
total investment transportation and 
However, Czechoslovakia, the spring 1948 brought 
consolidation Communist power and with speeding 
the Plan. The three year period was shortened 
months and the Plan ended December 1949. The actual 
share transportation and communications total invest- 
ment during the months was percent.** Ex- 

*L. Schweng, Economic Planning Hungary since 1938, 
Mid-European Studies Center, New York, 1951, 21. 


Schweng, ibid., and Statisztikai Szemle (Budapest), June 
1955. 


penditures had been allocated the original Plan the 
following way (in percentages) 
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1949 the traffic railroads and highways was 
claimed well above the prewar level. Railroad freight 
volume reached 135 percent the 1937 figure, and freight 
carried trucks was 245 percent the 1937 volume. 
Waterways, however, had not recovered; the corresponding 
figure was percent 1937. Passenger traffic had risen 
137 percent the railroads and percent the long 
distance buslines. (See 

January 1950 the regime launched its first Five Year 
Plan. This Plan followed the pattern other captive 
countries its stress heavy industry and its high rate 
total investment (21 percent the national income). 
Transportation and communications were allotted per- 
cent the investment, with view increasing transport 
capacity percent the 1949 level. Industrial output, 
meanwhile, was rise more than percent, and the 
output heavy industry more than 100 percent. 
May 1951 the Plan was revised—much Czechoslo- 
vakia—and generally higher targets were set. Industrial 
output 1954 was almost two-thirds greater than 
under the original Plan, and the output heavy industry 
four-fifths greater. Total investments were raised 
percent. While the absolute amount spent trans- 
portation and communication was also raised, the share 
this sector total investment fell from percent. 

July 1953, after the death Stalin, Hungary began 
its New Course. The new premier, Imre Nagy, admitted 
that the current economic goals were “beyond our strength” 
and criticized the policy “exaggerated industrialization.” 
The Five Year Plan was revised again—this time down- 
ward. Targets for heavy industry were cut back per- 
cent and for all industry percent. Total investment 
was reduced percent. The share transportation 
and communication this new dispensation was 
percent the total investment.* 

The total investment over the five years turned out 
slightly less than the final version the Plan had fore- 
cast about billion Transportation and com- 
munication received 8.7 billion forints. Apparently this 
was not enough enable the transport services keep 
pace with the increased output industry. While the total 
volume freight transported 1953 was about double 
that 1949 (see Freight Traffic table), industrial output 
had risen 254 percent. article the April 1954 
issue Tajekoztato (Budapest), referring 
“the disproportion the development industry and 
transportation,” complained that “not enough care was 


Economy Hungary, 1950 1954,” United Nations 
Economic Bulletin for Europe, Geneva, August 1955. 
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devoted the modernization the transportation system 
and the building new transportation means.” The 
proportion investment going this sector, said, de- 
clined over the five years from about percent 1950 
about percent 1954: 


1950 1951 1952 1953 
19.6% 13.7% 15.0% 10.7% 7.2 
Railroads 


Under the Three Year Plan the railroads received more 
than half the funds allotted transportation. Most 
this went for reconstruction. The blueprint also called for 
some extension the length double-tracked lines and 
the electrification the Budapest-Gyor line. 1949 six 
important railway bridges had been rebuilt, including the 
southern railway bridge Budapest and those over the 
Tisza and the Zagyva Szolnok. Both electrification the 
Budapest-Gyor line and double-tracking the Budapest- 
line had been completed 1948. Substantial 
additions were made the rolling stock. 1949 there 


were 1,500 locomotives, 2,500 passenger coaches and 35,000 
freight cars. However, this was still below the 1938 supply, 
and the freight burden had increased nearly percent. 
(See Railroad Rolling Stock table. 

During the Five Year Plan the capacity the railways 
was further increased. the period 1950-53, 404 kilo- 
meters new track were laid, and additional 110 
kilometers were reconstructed. new line kilometers 
was built from Vac Aszod, and another kilometers 
from Retszilas Sztalinvaros, 
Double-tracking was completed the Satoraljaujhely- 
Zahony line and the Budapest-Ujszasz-Szolnok line, both 
which are important links with the Soviet Union. The 
line from Debrecen Fuzesabony was also being double- 
tracked. The marshalling yards and Ferencvaros 
(Budapest) were reconstructed and modernized. The Dan- 
Baja, Taksony and Ujpest were rebuilt, 
and new bridges were completed Dunafoldvar and Koma- 
rom. During the Five Year Plan eight railroad stations were 
built reconstructed. Most the railway expansion was 


the huge steel project. 


ube river bridges 


the eastern border regions and was directed im- 


Rail 
ro 
17 3 
21 Toina 
gr 
| 


Passenger Traffic 


Thousands Passengers 


1946 ... 65,004 
1947 96,480 
338,900 90,671 2,801 
340,027 


Standard-gauge railroads. Figures for 1937/8, 1946 and 
1947 from Adam Rudzki, East-Central European Transportation, 
Council for Economic and Industry Research, Inc., Washington, 
1955. Figures for 1949 and 1953 
Tajekoztato (Budapest), April 1954. Figure for 1954 from per- 
centage Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 1955 (based 1949). 


Index (1949 100) 


Railroads Roads Airlines 

32.6 100 100 100 100 

101.1 183 548 110 310 

101.94 184 695 313 


Long distance buses only. Figures for 1937, 1949 and 1953 
from Statisztikai Tajekoztato, April 1954. 


Figures for 1937, 1949 and 1953 from Statisztikai Tajekoz- 
tato, April 1954. 


From percentages Szabad Nep, Jan. 20, 1955 (based 
1953). 


proving connections with the Soviet Union and other 
Communist countries. Special attention was given the 
border town Zahony, where wide-gauge tracks enter 
the Soviet Union, and the important junction Miskolc, 
from which lines run north and east Kosice Czech- 
oslovakia, Poland and Uzhgorod Carpatho- 
Ukraine. December 19, 1955, the line from Budapest 
Zahony had been completely rebuilt, the first main line re- 
built over its entire length since the war (Szabad Nep 
[Budapest], Dec. 19, 1955). Among other improvements, 
curves were lengthened and grades reduced. claimed 
that the improvements will permit increase six metric 
tons average freight car loads. The same article states 
that replacement tracks under way the line 
and the Bekescsaba-Lokoshaza line near Romania. 

Rolling stock increased during the five years roughly 
the prewar level. New equipment consisted steam 
locomotives, 253 passenger coaches and 3,964 freight cars. 
Old rolling stock was rebuilt the extent 248 loco- 
motives, 895 coaches and 7,901 freight cars (see table). 
Assuming that the rebuilt equipment represented net 
addition the operating stock, this brought the supply 
freight cars percent above the prewar level. Loco- 
motives and passenger coaches, however, were still about 
six percent fewer than 1937-8. 

The tasks the railroads grew much faster than their 
equipment. According Szabad Nep May 1955, 
the volume freight increased 30.3 million tons, nearly 
doubling the amount transported 1949. Passenger traffic 
grew 83.6 percent. compared with the prewar year 
1937-8, the railroads were carrying two and half times 
the freight load and four times the passenger load. 
article Statisztikai Tajekoztato, April .1954, admitted 
that “the immense results achieved not conceal the 
shortcomings railway transportation. The greatest diffi- 
culty lies the discrepancy between the actual traffic and 
the development the rolling stock.” This was echoed 
recently August 1955 Minister Transportation 
Lajos Bebrits, who said that the technical development 
the railways was unequal its tasks. there had been 


major breakdown, added, this was because the railroads 
had profited from the experience the U.S.S.R.* 

The railroads have borrowed from the Soviet Union 
techniques for more intensive use limited rolling stock. 
These include the system norms, workers’ competitions 
and Stakhanovite movements. (See the articles trans- 
portation Poland and NBIC, Dec. 
1955 and Jan. 1956.) For example, the Two Thousand 
Ton Movement encourages the formation 2,000 ton 
trains (70 cars), and the Five Hundred Kilometer Move- 
ment induces engine crews run their engines 500 kil- 
ometers within hours. Another method raising per- 
formance increase the average car load. Thus, for 
example, the permissible load freight car was raised 
1953 from metric tons and from tons.** 
The most important standard performance Com- 
munist railroading the turnaround time average 
freight time between one loading and the next. 
Hungary the average turnaround time was seven days 
1938. 1949 had been shortened 5.6 days. 
decreased 4.7 days 1950, 3.5 days 1951 and ap- 
proximately days 1953.*** The performance the 
average freight car 1953 was roughly 173,000 
meters, compared 108,000 France 1951 and 84,000 
Italy the same year.**** 

Technically little has been done modernize the rail- 
ways. Gyorgy Csanadi, General Manager the railways, 
stated recently that most the loading still done hand 
condition that makes “almost impossible reduce 
the loading time.” (Szabad Nep, December 18, 1955.) The 
weeding tracks also done hand, although the use 
chemicals would save annually 1,300 man-years. The 
official noted general lack machinery for construction 


Speech railway workers, Radio Budapest, August 14, 1955. 

Verkehr (Vienna), July 25, 1953. 

Based total performance 8,152 million ton-kilo- 
meters 1953 Tajekoztato, April 1954), and esti- 


mated stock 47,000 freight cars (see above). Figures for France 
and Italy are given Rudzki, op. cit., 112. 


and maintenance. the other hand, automatic block 
signals have been installed the Budapest-Hegyeshalom 
and the Budapest-Cegled-Szoinok lines. Since last March 
“the stagnation production electric and Diesel engines 
has ended,” and more funds have been allotted for mech- 
anization than before, but the rate development still 
“unsatisfactory.” Steam engines, wrote, “are the largest 

consumers the country’s coal. They profitably utilize 
only 4-6 percent the consumed energy. The development 
coal mining consumes huge only for this reason, 
the use steam engines must gradually eliminated.” 


Hungary (Budapest), August 1955 


Hungary has relatively important system narrow- 
gauge railways. They are used industry carry freight 
between plants and make connections with the standard- 
gauge lines; the countryside they are important during 
harvest time; and they are also used the forests for lum- 
bering operations. During the Five Year Plan the regime 
spent about 100 million forints the narrow-gauge in- 
dustrial lines and extended the network 219 kilometers. 


from 580,000 tons 1950 2.2 million tons 1953 


(Statisztikai Tajekoztato, April 1954 


Freight Traffic 


Volume (1,000 Metric 


24,400 425 762 
460 610 
16,560 280 
21,936 1,006 516 
33,000 1,033 746 
39,102 2,514 1,153 
46,687 4,764 1,575 
58,803 6,808 
66,400 9,606 1,908 


Standard-gauge railroads. Figures for 1937, 1949 and 1953 from 
Statisztikai Tajekoztato (Budapest), April 1954. Figures for 1946, 
1947, 1948, 1950, 1951 and 1952 from Adam Rudzki, East-Central 
European Transportation, Council for Economic 
Research, Inc., Washington, C., 1955. Figure for 1954 from 
Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 1955 (based 1949). 


Figures for road freight from Rudzki, op. cit. 


The estimated volume freight carried these lines rose 


Index 100 


Airlines* Railroads Roads 
66 97 69 
399 100 100 100 100 
118 243 155 
659 

2.723 201 930 256 695 


Tajekoztato, April 1954. Figures for 1938, 1947 and 1948 from 
Rudzki, op. cit. Figures for 1950 and 1951 interpolated from official 
percentages cited Rudzki, Table 20. Figure for 1954 from 
Szabad Nep, May 1955 (based 1949). 


Airline figures from Statisztikai Tajekoztato, April 1954. 


* 
Waterway figures for 1937, 1949 and 1953 from Statisztikai 
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During the first Five-Year Plan two 
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bridges were rebuilt across the Danube, and one was restored over the Tisza. Two additional bridges 
a railway bridge is nearing completion. Our picture shows the restored bridge at Dunaféldvar 


were built over the Danube and 


Caption and Picture from Hungary (Budapest), May 1955 


Roads 


other captive countries, road transport has devel- 
oped faster than the rest transportation. Prior the 
war Hungarian road traffic was negligible. During the 
Three Year Plan nearly quarter transport investment 
went the road sector, compared with half the rail- 
roads, and during the Five Year Plan the emphasis in- 
creased: road transport received percent the invest- 
ment the first four years the Plan, while the railroad 
share declined percent. (Statistikai Tajekoztato, April 
1954. 

There adequate estimate the size the Hun- 
garian road network. 1952 was said total 25,872 
kilometers, which one-tenth belonged the overall 
State highway system.* The Three Year Plan had called 
for the completion repairs war-damaged roads, which 
meant the reconstruction about percent the arterial 
highways and about percent the primary and sec- 
ondary roads, well the rebuilding bridges. Besides 
this 1,625 kilometers new roads were built. The 
reconstruction was have been finished 1949, 
though not the building new roads. The Five Year Plan, 
its original version, provided for 605 kilometers new 
arterial highways and 2,250 kilometers new secondary 
roads, plus number bridges. Evidently only part this 
program was completed, since the official report 
ment the Plan stated that during the five years total 
1,100 kilometers were added our highways.” These 
included three much-publicized roads: one from 
Satoraljaujhely the Slovakian border; another the 


Bulletin the “Bureau Hongrois Presse Documenta- 
tion,” Paris, No. 21, August 15, 1952. 


Transdanubian territory from Nagykanizsa the Yugoslav 
border along Lake Balaton Balatonkeresztur; and third 
the same region paralleling the border from 
Szekszard Pecs.* the end 1953 was claimed that 
the total length asphalt roads was more than twice 
that 1937, and the length concrete roads nearly four 
times great.** 

The number motor vehicles can likewise only es- 
timated. 1947 there were about 48,000 vehicles all 
types, including 11,000 trucks and 472 buses.*** Another 
estimate places the number trucks 1950 13,- 
000.**** During the Five Year Plan the number trucks 
was increase 23,000. The previously cited article 
Tajekoztato claimed that 1953 the number 
trucks was “nearly twice great 1950,” which 
suggests figure perhaps 25,000. Hungary has large 
auto plant Csepel, suburb Budapest, which pro- 
duced its ten thousandth car March 1952, and since 
then has made 15,000 more. The Ikarusz Body and Vehicle 
Plant makes long distance buses. Much the country’s 
output exported countries the Soviet bloc, while 
other motor vehicles are imported. 

The official figures for road traffic since the war show 
enormous development, but must remembered that 
this growth started from very low level. Passengers car- 
ried 1937 amounted million, including million 
city bus lines. 1949 the total was million, and 
increased 192 percent during the Five Year Plan 290 
million 1953. Long distance bus lines carried million 

Szabad Nep, May 1955. 

Statisztikai Tajekoztato, April 1954. 

*** (Budapest), 1948. 


**** United Nations, Economic Survey 1950, 
Geneva, 1951. 
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passengers 1953. Truck transport grew even more rap- 
idly. Though the regime has not published absolute figures, 
claims that the volume freight carried 1953 was 
approximately ten times great 1937, nearly four 
times that 1950. (See Freight Traffic table.) 


Municipal Transport 


The State has taken over public transportation the 
larger cities, and perhaps for this reason more information 
available about than the case some other 
Communist countries where urban transport still mu- 
nicipal concern. Municipal passenger traffic has grown 
since the war about much that other road trans- 
port. Hungarian street cars carried 902 million passengers 
1953, almost two and half times many 1937. 
City bus lines carried 199 million passengers 1953, 
increase more than 500 percent since 1937. 

Budapest has subway, the oldest Europe, dating 
from 1896. One the most projects the 
regime, second only the steel complex Sztalinvaros, 
has been the building new express subway. The first 
line, which was completed during the Five Year Plan, 
was run distance eight kilometers from the People’s 
Stadium Szell Kalman Square, crossing the Danube 
Kossuth Square. The design was very ornate, the style 
the Moscow subway. Construction stopped 1953 
the beginning the New Course, and was resumed only 
late 1954. expected continue during the next 
Five Year Plan. 

City rolling stock has not kept pace with the increase 
passengers. Although Hungary manufactures street cars, 
most them are exported and the number operation 
1953 was scarcely greater than 1937 1949. The regime 
has tried improve the situation introducing trolley 
buses, the Soviet Union. first they were imported 
from the USSR, but since 1952 Hungary has been making 
its own. The supply motor buses, trolley buses and 
streetcars admitted inadequate. Szabad Nep said 
January 20, 1955, that passenger traffic Budapest 
tripled between 1938 and 1953 but that the number and 
capacity vehicles increased only percent. similar 
problem exists with taxicabs, which have become increas- 
ingly important because the almost total lack private 
automobiles. writer Statisztikai Tajekoztato, April 1954, 
complains that “in 1953 taxis completed three and half 
times many useful kilometers 1937. Meanwhile, 
however, our taxi park smaller than was 1937. The 


Railroad Rolling Stock 


Locomotives Coaches Freight Cars 


1,889 3,908 40,852 
1,500 2,500 


1,791 3,648 46,865 
Annuaire Statistique Mongrois 1938 (Budapest), 
1940, cited Rudzki, East-Central European Transpor- 
tation, Council for Economic and Industry Research, 
Inc., Washington, C., 1955, Table 14. 

“Rebuilding the Hungarian Zycie 
Gospodarcze (Warsaw), 1949, No. Rudzki, loc. cit. 


Statisztikai Szemle (Budapest), 1955. 
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situation made worse the fact that considerable 
number taxis are used the authorities inspection 
trips the country.” 


Waterways 

The Three Year Plan allotted only 3.8 percent its 
transportation investment the waterways, showing the 
relatively minor importance this form transport the 
first postwar years. addition the refloating and recon- 
ditioning river boats, harbor installations were im- 
proved and the central harbor Csepel was en- 
larged. The construction two canals was planned: the 
Sio canal, connecting Lake Balaton with the Danube 110 
kilometers south Budapest (completed 1948), and 
Trans-Tisza Eastern Main Canal which was cross the 
Hungarian Plain from the Danube the Tisza. The latter 
project received enormous publicity, but construction 
did not start until 1952. has since been abandoned. 

The Five Year Plan mentioned the building five new 
harbors. The Danube fleet was increased the con- 
struction two passenger steamers, six tugs, barges and 
three seagoing vessels. The extent which all these 
plans were carried out not clear. important new har- 
bor was built Sztalinvaros (Dunapentele) service the 
big steel plant there, and the port Csepel Budapest 
was greatly enlarged, carrying 1953 three times the traf- 
fic did 1938. floating stock, however, 
was said 1954 the prewar level.* 

The inadequacy the floating stock seems gen- 
erally acknowledged Hungarian transportation experts. 
The short supply due not lack shipbuilding facilities 
but the export ships other countries. The Gheor- 
ghiu-Dej shipyard Budapest (formerly Ganz-Danubius 
specializes river-seagoing ships and tankers that can 
used both the Danube and the Mediterranean. Since 
1945 has turned out almost fifty 1,100-ton freighters for 
the Soviet Union, Egypt and China (Szabad Nep, Sept. 
14, 1955), well passenger ships for the USSR and 
Poland. also produces larger vessels 1,800 3,000 
tons. Only one its freighters has been supplied Hun- 
gary, giving the country total six. article Kozle- 


Statisztikai Tajekoztato, April 1954. 
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City Transportation* 


Index (1937 100) 

Buses Streetcars 
100 100 
263 176 
633 247 


721 


Millions Passengers 
Buses Streetcars 
365.9 
82. 645.2 
902.1 


/ 
2 
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Figure for 1954 from Szabad Nep (Budapest), Janu- 
ary 20, 1955. Other figures from Statisztikai Tajekoztato 
(Budapest), April 1954. 


kedestudomanyi Szemle (Budapest), Sept. 1954, 
gested that more up-to-date tugs and barges would allow 
considerable savings fuel, well faster and safer trans- 
portation. 

spite this lag, the volume freight carried 1954 
was said have been between two and three times that 
1937. Passenger traffic 1953 was 150 percent 1937. 
Ships the Danube carry passengers from Budapest north 
Domos and south all the way Mohacs near the Yugo- 
slav border. Passenger service also exists the rivers Tisza 
and Koros and Lake Balaton. 


suc- 
sug 


Airlines 


Hungary now has domestic airline service between Bu- 
dapest and the major provincial towns. The network 
centered the capital, however, and does not provide reg- 
ular connections between one provincial town and another. 
During the Five Year Plan the Ferihegy and Nyiregyhaza 
airports were reconstructed and new airports were built 
Nagykanizsa, Kaposvar, Pecs and Zalaegerszeg. Air trans- 
port has been used increasingly for high-priority shipments 
machine parts and for light materials such glass and 
blood plasma. Some fresh fruits and vegetables are also 
brought Budapest plane. The total air freight 
1953 was 2,723 metric tons. Passenger traffic grew from 


about 32,000 1949 over 100,000 1953. 1952 
“air taxi” service was introduced, providing private charter 
service between towns having airports. 

According article Kozlekedesi Szemle (Buda- 
pest), May 1952, Hungary has undertaken energetic 
program for building short-range light transport planes 
freight cruising speed 200 kilometers per hour. The 
number such planes produced and the current status 
the program are not known. 


Patterns and Conclusions 


Hungary, Poland and Czechoslovakia, the Com- 
munists have concentrated raising industrial output with 
only minimum attention the means transporting 
it. Using Soviet methods organization and operation, 
strict labor discipline and the customary system work 
incentives, the transport services have apparently more 
than doubled their prewar performance with only slight 
increase equipment. Road transport, which was not 
significant factor before the war, has developed impres- 
sively. 

Despite the shifts and crises policy which have marked 
Hungarian planning, the industrial program has advanced 
far enough lay severe strain the transport system, 
and especially the railroads which still carry the major 
burden. The situation does not seem likely change 
the near future. According Szabad Nep November 
17, 1955, transportation will receive 9.4 percent the total 
investment budget 1956. The capacity the railroads 
raised “to greater extent than former 
Specifically, there are 1,150 new freight cars, which 
probably increase between and percent the 
total stock. Measured against planned increase about 
percent the production heavy industry, and allow- 
ing for depreciation present rolling stock, this implies 
that the existing bottleneck will continue. 


Communist Clowning 


The nationalized Bucharest State circus has recent regime decree become 
“unit subordinated the Ministry Culture,” and must work accordance 
with “the norms established order the Ministry Culture.” The manager, 
deputy manager and chief accountant.are appointed the Ministry. The decree 
contained hint how the norms for circus performers are calculated— 
whether the amount laughter generated the degree cultural uplift 


registered. 


1949 
997 
1954 ... 227% 
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the 


Communist State 


discussion how the regimes have attempted use na- 
tional art, customs and traditions the furtherance their 


ALL THE countries the Soviet bloc, the Communist 

regimes have adopted the national folklore and called 
their own. Through this policy each regime identifies itself 
with the nation’s roots and popular traditions, pointing up, 
where possible, the difference between the Communist 
“people’s regime” and previous ruling groups which were 
culturally “isolated” from the people. But Communist in- 
interest folklore transcends the merely political. The 
Communists recognize folklore the genuine expression 
the collective national consciousness. Like most the 
nationalist dictators the 20th century, they purport 
find their own image reflected the people’s mythology, 
and represent their cultural policies simply extending 
and articulating old trends and traditions. 

Folklore analyzed the Communists terms its 
“class character”: the art and for the common 
people, which gave expression the gropings the masses 
toward the Communist millenium. Moldova Socialista 
(Chisinau), July 27, 1955, explaining the significance 
the epic folk ballad, expressed this thought follows: 
“The ballad mirror the life particular nation, 
[depicting] the people’s aspirations toward self-determina- 
tion, equality and liberty. carries through history 
the advanced ideas freedom and the people’s merciless 
struggle against evil.” Klub (Prague), No. 1953, said 
recent exhibition Slovak folk art that showed in- 
contestable proof that “in the past well the present, 
the folk artists manifested social-revolutionary point 
view.” 

The Communists, their assumed role 
depict themselves having handed back the people 
their national cultural heritage. Said Klub, No. 1953: 
“We must actually start anew, compensate for the sad 
inheritance from capitalism which, although unable 
destroy the creative power our people, systematically 
suppressed and weakened it. Only today, linked the 
building Socialism and the constant improvement our 
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“Tasteful combination folkloristic design with the symbol 


the People’s overnment., Klub (Prague), July 7, 1953 


people’s standard living, can develop all the glorious 
potentialities our nation, ourselves from 
cosmopolitan influence, and build our culture the 
foundations the great legacy national popular cul- 
ture.” 

Art based folklore meets the Communist requirements 
“proletarian” State art: has ready popular appeal, 
suitable for mass participation, and its color and gaiety 
create the illusion both home and abroad happy, 
secure, proud society. Communist periodicals publish 
great number pictures brightly-costumed boys and 
girls with radiant faces, accompanied ringing inscrip- 
tions such this from the cover the Budapest paper 
Nok Lapja, April 1954: 


“To the Picture Village Girl” 

“You have enjoyed freedom only for the last nine years, 
You are still changing like child under the rays the 
new sun, 

But the expression your eyes this moment 
not fleeting thing, unalterable.” 


elaborate administrative machine has been set 
the State for the promotion folklore: institutes for re- 
search and cataloguing, folk art museums, centers for train- 
ing folk singers, dancers, puppeteers, and craftsmen, and 
various committees writers and musicians. Their efforts 
are put into general circulation through the programs 
the Houses Culture, the local community centers run 
the regime. Nok Lapja (Budapest), November 1954, 
asserted that “only since the establishment the Houses 
Culture have folk customs and traditions been revived.” 
The December 24, 1953, issue declared: “Conditions for 
cultural work are excellent the Turan region [of Hun- 
rich tradition, where beautiful House Cul- 
ture recently went up. This House will ensure last the 
proper surroundings for serious revival the old 
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folk songs and dances. ensemble rapidly becoming 


known millions through its appearances Budapest and 
the 

These ensembles, “cultural brigades,” are amateur 
dancing, singing and acting groups, with large national 
memberships 300,000 most the Satellite 
Their programs feature folk songs and dances 
and are credited with having many folkways 
which were becoming obsolete. The groups perform locally 
fields and factories, compete national contests, and 
tour home and abroad. 1955, two Satellite countries, 
Bulgaria and Hungary, sent State Folk Ensembles per- 
form the capitals Western Europe for the first time. 

Direct Soviet influence has been noted chiefly Bul- 
garia, whose culture closest the Russian. Vecherni 
(Sofia) April 16, 1952, wrote: “Since last year, 
following the Soviet pattern, drive remove the de- 
cadent West European dances and popularize instead 
Soviet folk and ballroom dances has been undertaken 
our country along with our [own] folk dances, the 
Soviet folk ball also popularized.” 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), March 1953, announced 
the publication Collection Folk Songs 
and the Soviet Union” the Institute Music the 
Bulgarian Academy Science. 

The December 1954 issue Nok Lapja described 
how local cultural brigade revived the old folk songs and 
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Cover Nok Lapja (Budapest), April 1954 


dances Szakmar Hungary: 

“The deep voice single Hungarian clarinet begins 
boom and the couples advance with measured steps. The 
dancers the older generation open the now nationally 
acclaimed dances. Last year they were hailed the first 
cultural contest. Seven couples move gracefully the 
strains the music which joined the singing the 
group: 

‘It getting late, 

But dark outside 

don’t dare go. 

Please come with me, darling, 
As far as the corner, 

From there 

continue alone.’ 


“The women are dressed hand-embroidered blouses 
with flowered aprons over their richly-swinging skirts; the 
men wear black and white. The young people crowd 
around the dancing couples and join the singing with 
the quickening tempo the song. 

“This beautiful old dance would: have 
the cultural movement had not 
But the cultural movement revived it, along with many 
other traditional treasures our folklore which had been 
presumed dead. ‘It obsolete, 


said the people, ‘the 
old ones may remember it, but the young people don’t 
even know it. Now they form semi-circle again 
and line for another fast dance the tunes the 
clarinet: 


‘Young plowman, which way you drive your ox? 

This let you do, 

The branches rosemary are tender 


you might break 


The paper added: “The members the dance group 
all work the local Petofi and Kossuth kolkhozes, and 
they are outstanding not only the cultural field: their 
kolkhozes fulfilled all delivery obligations and completed 
the autumn sowing plan.” 

The same paper, October 29, 1953, described the har- 
vest festival revived Gyongyos, the center the Heves 
County wine country: 


“Three young men mount their horses, and the pro- 
cession begins, led the horses and behind them three 
small children clad folk costumes carrying flowers 
their hands. They are followed the maidens Gyon- 
gyospatak, carrying pyramid vines and, guarding 
them, six young men march behind with drawn swords 
whose points are decorated with apple and sprig 
rosemary. The townspeople are the streets watching the 
procession the six man band strikes up: 
fall that the black grapes 


‘It the 


Primarily for the use the cultural groups, the folklore 
institutes all the countries have collected and published 
anthologies the national folk songs and stories. the 
whole, these have been executed with taste and technical 
skill and degree integrity. the anthology published 
1954 the Romanian State Publishing House, few 
minor modifications were made the original texts: 
song which begins “God should not give love him who 
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“The orchestra the village Bistritsa known throughout 
Bulgaria for its playing the ‘hora’ and ‘rutchesnitsa’ folk round 


dances. Bulgaria (Sofia), March 1952 


does not cherish was changed “He who does not 
cherish love should have part However, God has 
not been banished from traditional legend, Mesterul 
Manole, about the building Romania’s most famous 
monastery. tale called Toma Alimos, the hero who was 
boier from southern Bessarabia, has become 
haiduc Robin Hood-style and the villain 
landowner. But general the Communist editors avoid 
tampering with well-known texts, and prefer use the 
less crude device selection: they recognize only those 
songs and stories whose message can interpreted 
olutionary” and “progressive” and demonstrate the his- 
torical logic the present rule. study Polska Sztuka 
Ludowa (Warsaw), No. 1953, based the premise 
that Polish folk songs varying regions and periods the 
dominant note that social protest. typical example 
cited the study old song mourning the betrayal 
19th century Polish peasant leader: 

“Day judgment Jemielnica, 

sorrow and grief; 

all girls cry, all old men cry, 

and women, and children and boys. 

our beloved leader, 

longer with us; 

has been sold for Judas money 

traitor without faith. 

The trees bow down 

and cry together with us, 

for our Marc who told us: 

Land for the peasants and freedom. 

We'll not see the day 

when the landlord’s whip gentler; 

maybe the children who cry 

will live see the day.” 


Folk songs inspired based myth, superstition, 
nature are dismissed the Communists the mean- 
ingless products “of the cultural influence the former 


ruling classes which finds expression religious devotion, 
mysticism, and lulling the people’s sense social 
justice.” (Polska Sztuka Ludowa, No. 1953.) 

Romanian ballad called 
classic illustration the romantic, semi-mystical 
spirit which prevails much East European folklore. 
the ballad 
lamb that murdered that night his two 


anonymous 


here part only], shepherd told 


companions. The shepherd 
goi 
field sweet-smelling grass 
Tell them to bury me 
Near here 
the sheep-fold, 
may with you still, 


ng to 


the back the sheep-pen 

hear dogs 

That much tell them. 

And head you should put 

flute beech, 

Which plays affectionately, 

flute bone, 

Which plays nostalgically, 

flute elder 

Which has fiery tone. 

When the wind blows 

will pass through them; 

The sheep will gather 

And will cry blood-tears. 

But you tell them about the murder. 
Tell them 

That got married 

beautiful queen: 

The world’s bride; 

That wedding 

star fell; 

The sun and the moon held crown, 
Fir trees and maple trees 

Were wedding guests, 

Priests, the big mountains, 

Players, birds— 


contrast, sampling Communist efforts create 


village dance; wood engraving Jozef Makuch. 


Polska Sztuka Ludowa No. 1953 
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folkloristic style (published Universal and Romania 
Libera September 1951) 


“Green leaf, blue leaf 
Long live Stalin Stalin. 


Green leaf, leaves stem 
Long live Gheorghiu-Dej. 


Green leaf cherry tree 
Long live 
The father workers 
And chief the peasants. 


Green leaf and tulip 
Long live the Republic. 


Green leaf corn 

beautiful day August! 

And again green flowers oak tree 

Long live August 23, 

Beautiful day 

For our country. 

The Soviet people have given great help 
And they rid the fascists 

Whom they chased away. 


have remained masters our house 
our beautiful country. 


Green leaf elm 

May God punish Truman 
wants war, not peace. 

They don’t like work. 

Green leaf 

Tito and Rancovici 

The servants from Belgrade 

Show their teeth through the fence 

Green leaf 

want peace our country 

Not American war.” 


obvious that for people who have loved and handed 
down through generations ballad like Miorita, creations 
such these are artificial grafts which will not sap genuine 
expressions the national spirit. 


New Wine Old Bottles 


The more less straightforward treatment folk lit- 
erature the anthologies undoubtedly concession 
popular sentiment, for the Communists not regard folk- 
lore sacrosanct, and freely exploit the folk forms 
vehicles for their own ideas and propaganda themes. 
the name the artistic principle “national form, Social- 
ist new words are put old tunes, old festivals 
and customs modified, and attempts made construct 
whole new lore psuedo-folk style. 

manipulating old folk songs the Communists usually 
retain original tunes and refrains and substitute new lyrics 
which eulogize regime and Party leaders, glorify work and 
machines, and berate the enemy his various guises. These 
are called “contemporary themes.” Zemedelsko Zname 
(Sofia), August 16, 1952, wrote: 


“We are witnessing the appearance folk songs with 
new themes, striving reflect 


the new consciousness 
these are old melodies with 
new lyrics, changed and elaborated, and often 


Traditional Romanian shepherds’ costumes; from exhibi- 
tion photographs from Communist Romania. 


they are newly composed the tradition our folk songs. 
They generally deal with themes about the liberation 
our country the fraternal Soviet Union, about the glo- 
rious Soviet Army, about the great Stalin, about our im- 
mortal teacher and leader Georgi Dimitrov. Beautiful 
new songs have been created themes such as: the strug- 
gle for bread, the delivery State supplies, deep plowing, 
the struggle against the kulaks, the working achievements 
tractorists, brigade leaders, kolkhoz members and others. 
The local rural artistic collective [House 
must trace, encourage and propagate the new folk songs.” 


Similarly, Etnografia (Budapest), No. 3-4, 1952, wrote: 
“The new songs, generally new words old tunes, express 
the joy and happiness our new life. Kiskore, for in- 
stance, new song sung the tune the Kossuth song: 

the bank the Tisza 
Has been turned into kolkhoz. 
Join the common effort 

With Rakosi the call the Party. 
Long live Hungarian liberty, 

Long live our 


The model for this song was popular Kossuth song 
which originated during the 1848 Revolution: 


“Lajos Kossuth the message sent 
more men his regiment, 
When again hear his call 
Then must one and all. 
Long live Hungarian liberty 
Long live our fatherland.” 


The following text too adapted the tune real 
Hungarian folk song. appeared the No. 1952 issue 
Muvelt Nep (Budapest) 


“The tractor ploughs deep the fields Bereny 

The multiple plough burrows deep into the soil. 

The soil hard but the plough can break it, 

befitting—the tractor operator has the most 
beautiful sweetheart.” 


The following pseudo folk song was composed the 
Voros Csillag kolkhoz Bekas. This song uses debased 


version several poetic expressions used the old folk 
songs. The new version was published Etnografia, No. 
3-4, 1952: 

“The kolkhoz group ploughing 

The men work alongside 

With the girls binding the sheaves, 

Even the sky smiles down them. 

The grapes are all ripe now, 

They are sweet honey, 

Diligent bees carry 

the heap. 

But the sweetest cluster 

one must crave 

For this sent the Party 

For Comrade Rakosi.” 


These Romanian examples the same genre were print- 
Albina (Bucharest), July 22, 1953: 
Popular Song for the Canal” 


“From the Bicaz mountains 
From Bistrita’s hills 
Thousands wires 

Will bring light the villages. 
for you, Dambovita 

happy, because 

Soon your waters 

Ships will glide.” 


(They never did; the whole project was abandoned after 
Stalin’s death. 
“Consoling the Combine 


“Combine driver, what shame! 

Your combine doesn’t work well. 

One hour runs, two doesn’t, 

And its belt falls off all the time. 

this goes on, 

Before you finish your work 

Winter will freeze you the machine.” 


the past, riddles were sort popular mental exer- 
cise. But not much imagination required get the point 
the Communist conundrums: 


have miraculous horse 
has legs but wheels; 
When feed fire 


starts chugging. (tractor) 


has life soul, 

Yet takes from the air the words 
That wandering through the ether, 
And speaks all languages. (radio 


Aunt Rose near the water 
Drinks continuously from the stream, 
And she drinks much 


That sparks start jumping out. (power plant) 


whole week 

The cur stands his hind legs 
And licks his master’s hand. (Tito) 


(All from Albina, August 1952). 


The Sofia newspaper Otechestven Front, September 17, 
1954 charged that “many the so-called new folk songs 


Collective Farm. Colored paper cut out 
Polska Sztuka Ludowa (Warsaw), No. 1953 

are nothing but malignant and tasteless and 

cited comical misapplication the principle “national 


form, Socialist This was stanza follows: 
“Two nightingales were singing garden, 
They were not two nightingales garden, 
But Stalin and Dimitrov.” 


The paper declared: “Here the words old folk song 
are changed create new characters. This not 
condemned. Study folklore and the creative process 
shows that this has been done for many centuries. Only 
has been done with skill and talent, while this case the 
faces Stalin and Dimitrov have been depersonified and 
disfigured. they were compared eagles and hawks, 
could accept the song. But ‘nightingales garden’ 
not appropriate for our great leaders. The conclusion 
combine successfully the old song forms with the new 
ideological and artistic content.” 

this article observes, folklore and always has been 
legitimate source for artistic inspiration. Its influence can 
traced contemporary dance, painting, songs and po- 
etry, the music Bartok, Dvorak, Smetana and others 
who based many their works folk themes. The differ- 
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New Czechoslovak puppet movie “Goldilocks.” 


Kino (Prague), September 1955 
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ence lies the use folklore departure point rather 
than model for mechanical imitation. Ivan Burin the 
Bulgarian Writers’ Union, report the folk song, 
traditional and contemporary, Literaturen Front 
October 21, 1954, sharply criticized those who “distort 
and falsify folklore.” 


Gypsy Music and “Pan” 


Together with folk songs and dances, the Communists 
also take interest instrumental folk music. The Barbu 
Lautaru orchestra under the auspices the Romanian 
Folklore Institute comprises the best singers 
Romania under the direction well-known composer, 
Sabin Dragoi, and has revived the use old wind 
instrument called the flute Hungary, where 
there are two kinds folk music, the cultural policy 
makers are still divided about which should officially 
sanctioned. Some believe that only the pure Hungarian 
tunes (such those used Bela Bartok and Zoltan 
Kodaly) should advanced; others that this music 
too intellectual and obscure and that gypsy music with its 
lively airs has more appeal for the masses. The 


reportedly very fond Hungarian gypsy music. present 
gypsy orchestras, dressed the gaily colored gypsy cos- 
tumes which the Communists have encouraged, are 
found every restauram, cafe, and official gathering. 


Twisted Traditions 


The Communists try adapt initiate customs which 
they hope will take root and buttress the new modes 
social organization the villages. Etnografia 
No. 3-4, 1952, cited First Secretary Matyas Rakosi’s allega- 
tion that “in the kolkhoz groups, the peasantry formerly 
oppressed has now virtually come life. This indicated 
not only the splendid economic achievements, the rise 
the living standards, but also change customs and 


Traditional Slovak religious festival St. Anthony new Communist guise. 


flourishing folk songs and folk The magazine com- 
mented: “Not only has the internal structure the family 
changed but the festive family occasions are now celebrated 
different manner. Thus, wedding within kolkhoz 
more and more becoming kolkhoz festival. Recently 
the emergence new customs weddings has been ob- 
served: [in addition to] the witty toasts the best man, 
the humorous description the various supper courses, the 
touching and earnest advice the bride concerning the 
present free way life the peasants. one our 
tasks become familiar with the new customs the new- 
style wedding.” 

the same fashion the regime seeks ritualize political 
holidays such the First May, the October Revolution, 
Liberation Day and others. Etnografia, No. 1-4, 1953, de- 
scribed how “in the villages the new Socialist celebrations 
have become the festivals the whole village population, 
uniting new customs with the old traditions. the First 
May, the people erected ten gates the market place 
old After that they marched out the 
forest dance. There was something drink too and the 
village folk had wonderful time. They sang, told stories 
and jokes, and everybody danced the good old traditional 
dances. These were enjoyed not only the older members 
the village but the youngsters too even the five-year- 
old Zivak boy, who learned the steps the dances and the 
words the songs from his father.” 

Communist “peace celebration” old folk style was 


described Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), August 11, 
1954: 


sun already high the sky the time the lines 
the procession are formed Liberation Street. the 
head the young men 


try quiet their impatient horses. 
The men wear hats decorated with needlegrass and the na- 
tional colors. Leading Joszef Balog, wearing 
decorated hat and sheepskin coat reaching down the 
heels. The brass band the pit the Petofi mine 
indefatigable producing the stirring marches. They 


Klub (Prague), October 10, 1953 
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Classic Hungarian lace pattern. 


Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), June 15, 1954 


are followed tractor and threshing machine be- 
decked with ribbons, green foliage and flowers, and carry- 
ing group cavorting children. Behind the machines 
follow the most beautiful flowers Ecsed, twelve lovely 
maids, dressed the national costume. Walking pairs 
they carry long pole holding the harvest wreaths, pre- 
pared for the guests. Behind them march group men, 
dressed black but with gay expression their faces: 
the leaders the Szabadsag kolkhoz Ecsed.” 


similar celebration held Constitution Day, which 
the Hungarian Communists have instituted replace the 
historic St. Stephen’s Day. 


Folk Arts and Crafts 


Handicrafts are encouraged the State tangible, 
practical branch folklore. The Communists have at- 
tempted systematize and “rationalize” the handicraft in- 
dustry, not always with happy results. “In People’s Poland,” 
said Polska Sztuka Ludowa, No. 1953, connected 
with the folk art industry were handed over the Central 
Office People’s Industry and Art, which within short 
time managed organize considerable number people’s 
art cooperatives and supervise many unorganized centers 
purchasing their products. seemed the beginning 
that powerful institution, having many agencies all over 
the country and supervising artistic activities many or- 
ganizational levels, would improve the quality handi- 


craft products and would educate [the public taste]. 
However, these hopes for the Central Office’s activities 
were shortlived. the huge 
apparatus was not always possible use the right 
approach the matter folk 

The handicraft industry, while opposition the 


bureaucratic, commercial 


Communist production principles mechanization and 
utility, has both propaganda and economic value. Handi- 
embroideries, wood carvings, pottery—are 
featured prominently the foreign language cultural and 
trade magazines which the Communists circulate the 
West. Hungarian examples these products include the 
famous Torontal carpets, with their Asian patterns, and 
the handmade lace Halas. Beke Szabadsag (Buda- 
pest), June 15, 1954, wrote this lace: “It takes skilled 
worker eighteen days complete 16-centimeter wide 
doily with wild roses. Mrs. Otto Iranyi just bringing 
tiny doily with texture fine cobweb. took her 
six days make it. And she already working others, 
such one with ship, another with doll, and third 
depicting shepherd with flute. Then there the knight 
armor with the drawn sword, delicate crown, three 
lively fish under his feet. not inquire about the 
realized what incalculable value possess this 
exquisite work would able make millions [in for- 
eign for our country. Those charge our 
exports are already aware the possibilities, and soon the 
man Halas may rightly proud his home town.” 

The September 1954, issue Nok Lapja described 
how the old Hungarian peasant art making so-called 
“black porcelain” being furthered the Mohacs coal 
district. Here craftsmen are being sent study with 
old peasant woman who knows the secret its production. 


Lace presented Matyas Rakosi incorporates new Communist 
motifs against traditional flowered background. 


Szabad Muveszet (Budapest), October 1952 
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Orders for the porcelain increased rapidly that factory 
was built, where old Mrs. Szkircsak now presides: 

“While was talking her son and the foreman, 
whole pile plates blossomed under the skillful hands 
Mrs. Szkircsak. Every piece different; there 
variety wreaths and garlands the plates and ash- 
trays. Mrs. Szkircsak has unlimited ideas. the course 
the conversation she tells that she finds working 
the factory more comfortable, but she would nonetheless 
rather working home her little workshop where 
she could give her imagination free rein. wonder 
right that such outstanding folk artist should 
have work for the assembly 


Folkloristic designs and ornaments are widely used 
embellish and enliven Communist architecture and ma- 
chine-made merchandise. article Professor Constan- 
tin the Romanian newspaper Contemporanul (Buchar- 
est), August 1955, called for virtual saturation 
objects with folk motifs. Ready-made clothes, spoons, forks, 
china, pots and pans, stoves, refrigerators, heaters, and 
baby carriages were among the list articles considered 
suited folkloristic decoration. suggested further 
that popular motifs taken from ceramics, costumes and 
carpets used wrappings, wagons, bicycles and the 
interior decoration shops, restaurants, clubs and fair 
pavilions. outlined campaign popularization 
these designs through “public discussions and all sorts 
pamphlets distributed consumers, salesmen, workers, 
theoreticians and creative 

the other fields folklore, Soviet and Communist 
Party motifs are gradually being introduced, resulting 
some strange graftings. the 60th birthday Matyas 
Rakosi, First Secretary the Central Committee the 
Hungarian Communist Party, “several thousands dil- 
igent peasant hands expressed their love for the greatest 
son our country the language wood carving, pottery, 


Hungarian kulacs [drinking flask] decorated with Red Star and 
hammer and sickle. Rakosi’s name engraved one the 
rings. 

Etnografia (Budapest), No. 1-2, 1952 


Sample decorated kerchief. 
Polska Sztuka Ludowa (Warsaw), No. 1953 


embroidery, homespun fabrics according Etno- 
grafia, No. 1-2, 1952. The birthday presents were put 
public display (following the practice the Soviet Union 
Stalin’s birthday) and described detail the press: 


“ 


There were large number articles related 
the major celebration peasant life: the wedding. 
custom for the bride give her fiancé specially em- 
broidered kerchief; from some places Comrade Rakosi was 
sent elaborate copies such kerchiefs. The best man wel- 
comes the wedding guests with kulacs [Hungarian drink- 
ing flask; see cut] decorated with rosemary, ring kulacs 
which can put his arm; these also were found 
among the presents for Comrade Rakosi. The kulacs 
barrels made for very special occasions; the kolkhoz town 
Karcag sent one made ten tiny barrels. good 
idea was the heart-shaped inkstand, like the ones the pot- 
ters make for their closest friends. wonder- 
ful present the heart-shaped honey cake, favorite gift 
among the peasants. 

The article pointed out that the exhibits gave evidence 
“something more than the love and gratitude felt for 
Matyas Rakosi. The tokens love for Comrade Rakosi 
are inscribed with the symbols loyalty the Party, love 
the Fatherland, the militant wish for peace, and stead- 
fast loyalty the Soviet Union. The folk artists de- 
liberately link ornamentation with the symbols their 
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lives building Socialism—with the Party emblem, the 
coat-of-arms the People’s Republic, the symbols 
Soviet-Hungarian friendship, and the white dove the 
peace 


“We see the coat-of-arms our new Fatherland 
many objects, as] the ring kulacs into the center 
which the frame the new Hungarian coat-of-arms fits 
exactly. The half-meter ring kulacs has five-pointed 
star carved the middle. The kulacs itself decorated 
with colored Party emblem and the enthusiastic descrip- 
tion: ‘We stand behind Comrade Rakosi peace guard 
—the Workers Vas County.’ The little pictures the 
new horsewhips are all tiny symbols work: well, 
oxen, houses, farmhands feeding pigs, and beside them 
see also the Party emblem, the coat-of-arms, the five- 
pointed star, the peace dove, the hammer and sickle, which 
have become inseparable symbols everyday life. the 
whip presented the Balmazujvaros Party Committee, the 
tower keeping watch the night the poetic symbol 
confidence the Soviet Union: the Moscow Kremlin. 
This becomes intertwined with the love for Rakosi and 
praise for our happy new creative life.” 


These are some the ways which the Communists 
utilize national folklore the captive nations. The policy 
serves many purposes: provides external gaiety and 
color which distracts attention from the drabness daily 
life and the uniformity thought and conduct which 
Communism imposes; caters national pride and pro- 
motes illusions national autonomy, which blunt resent- 
ment Soviet imperialistic domination the Satellites; 
reaches the masses and appeals particularly the two 
elements most resistant Communism, the peasants and 
the older generation. But the Communists sabotage their 
own policy’s effectiveness through their dogmatic refusal 
allow any form expression exist and flourish with- 
out intervention: they debase with alien symbols and 
contrived messages which carry little artistic sentimen- 
tal conviction that the people cannot consider their own. 
Folk traditions and customs live unchanged what re- 
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dancing troupe Polish folk costume. 
Poland (Warsaw), No. 1955 


mains home and family life, and new ones doubtless 
arise spontaneously the course everyday living, the 
expression the spirit people, not economic theory, 
nor Party rationale. However suppressed distorted, 
folklore can never become instrument political war- 
fare and still folklore its true essence. 


It’s Not Funny 


The Communists are apparently concerned about the number anti-regime 
jokes circulating Hungary. The March 1955 issue the Hungarian journal Propa- 
gandista complained about this “slandering, spreading false rumours and 
fabrication reactionary jokes,” and emphasized that such things should not 
confused with Communist criticism and self-criticism. “Propagandists must repre- 


sent the Party’s policy and its standpoint, 


” 


the paper said. “They must refute all 


irresponsible criticism. There one thing propagandist must not 
tolerate this undermining the Party’s authority and power.” 
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Diary 


Anna Kowalska 


November 1946. Before noon, Jerzy and visited the ex- 
cavations the Tumski Ostrow. inspiring experience. 
were submerged history. The past, evoked from un- 
der the Oder River sands, filled us, held and stunned us. 
saw and heard that other life. the street, close the 
mills, rats roamed around, unafraid. met tramp 
whose eyes looked wicked. did not eat lunch; did not 
feel like cooking. was warm spring. drank coffee, 
sitting the garden, and ate loaf bread with jar 
pineapple jam: our university rations. not know why 
pineapple first has the taste cold, then sourness 
and then sweetness. new filling bothers me. For- 
get-me-nots and small-leaved rose bloom around us. Jerzy 
was good mood. walked the garden until twi- 
light, until got very cold. Jerzy maintains that intellec- 
tualism tends more and more toward the sciences. sus- 
pects that complete intellectualism comes into its own only 
after epochs geniuses. Creativeness exists for culture 
only. Creativeness pioneering; culture organized. 

Then said: “For the Gospel knowledge the Phari- 
sees and the State custom clerk. But our knowledge 
not pharisaic and our State not only taxes. that may 
feed and cure, think out our miracles painfully and care- 
fully.” 

spoke rapidly and smoothly that could hardly 
follow his thought. The main theme his deliberations 
was the role intellectualism the contemporary world, 
rather somewhat utopian State, composed only 
Socrateses. memorized passage: not let my- 
self fooled words. There exist imaginary figures, just 
there exist imaginary words, among them: genius.” 


1950 
October 17. young assistant the Polytechnic told 


about what happened during traveling exhibition 
works Lower Silesia. the street, one 


19th century Polish poet. 


Note the Author: 


was author known Poland be- 
fore the war when she wrote collaboration with her hus- 
band, Professor Jerzy Kowalski the Universities Lwow 
and Wroclaw. She now widow. Although not mem- 
ber the Communist Party before the war, and probably 
still not, she was considered Communist sympathizer. 
People who know her well say that her prewar attitude was 
characteristic large number Polish intellectuals 
who did not then understand the nature Communist 
strategy and conspiracy. Highly educated and profes- 
sion literary historian, she co-editor the literary 
quarterly Zeszyty Wroclawskie. Her major postwar books 
have been The Cloister Street, about Wroclaw, and The 
Great Test, book about war invalids for which she was 
awarded the State Prize 1951. 

“Fragments Diary” (of which about one half 
quoted here) was published (Warsaw), the 
organ the Polish Writers’ Union, March 1955. This 
brief and often cryptic work sheds considerable light 
how the advent Communism Poland affected both 
the external and the inner life sensitive thinker. 


the lecturers was suddenly hit the face that his 
glasses broke. During the lecture drunk got and said 
that Mickiewicz could not have been born be- 
cause there was midwife. 


October 21. waste lot time empty deliberations. 
make way through the fog. Ten briefcases and 
such disorder the table that unable find any- 
thing. novel interests only when writing it. 
Bad sign. Long nights with long, sleepless hours. 


November And thus seems that the end 
life will like that aunts. Nothing but troubles 
the family. And what troubles! received letter from 
Ludmila just was leaving for lecture the school 
Parkowa Street. not know what miracle was 
able collect thoughts speak. After the lecture 
went over Zukrowska and there broke down. How can 
manage all this. night neighbors came over. They 
stayed long time. Stashek suggested good detail for 


December 10. have not written for long time. There 
are things which one does not forget, even one tries. To- 
day finished The Great Test. packed and sent away. 
Yesterday the water went off. 
grumpy plumber. 


Wawunia went our 
They were walking together when 
gentleman stopped them, asking the plumber with 
him. The plumber said: can’t, going friend, 
writer.” was pleased because called his friend. 

Yesterday, supper, spoke very officially. Perhaps 
felt ill ease the presence said about him- 
that progressive things. Why should believe them 
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said about him that was like 
atheist priest. had lecture Oborniki for the Womens’ 
League; subject: the Soviet novel. What horrible hall. 
Someone was learning play the trumpet nearby. Never 
again Oborniki. have decided write novel about 
childhood. the third fourth time already. 
must free myself from it. 


top it?” 


December 22. Yesterday social gathering writers 
Monopol. The whole thing was initiated and then 
did not show up. The gathering was sadder than the 
repast. Conversation died out altogether. Cold, horrible 
coffee, horrible liquor, horrible cakes. All ill ease. 
Oh, how sad all this is. 


December 29. Last night saw Korniechuk’s play about 
the life miners Donbas: slightly grotesque, senti- 
mental scenes were best. Very good actress the episode 
entitled: aunt from the kolkhoz. The public—all un- 
familiar faces. was taken the theater who works 
the voievodship [provincial office. good 
man, seems, and interested what doing. the 
way back—a conversation with the driver. His delibera- 
tions the style Shakespeare’s grave-digger. 


December 30. Windows covered with the palms frost. 
The dull rumbling carts the Zmigrod road. the 
morning: —19 degrees the evening—visit with 
What bourgeois atmosphere. Despite all the declamatory 
nonsense—one must believe Communism. 


1951 


January try translate Cicero. Devilishly difficult. 
understand when read but somewhow cannot think 
the Polish words. novel about childhood—no inspira- 
tion. The usual daily work. cancelled trip Bytom. 


January 15. the morning returned from six-day 
trip Warsaw. For three days the weather was almost 
like spring. the 11th went with Zukrowski meet- 
ing the executive committee [of the Writers’ Union]. 
After nearly six hours talking went home with only 
one desire: take aspirin and sleep. was put- 
ting dressing gown when Cz. called and then St. 
came. Cz. went out make phone call. spoke little 
humorously with St. make less embarrassing for him. 
Poor, unfortunate St.: what delicacy feeling, what per- 
manence affection. begins weep every time 
recalls Zosia. shuts his eyes and turns his head 
wanting deny the death which had taken her when 
returned from far away. What tragedy. When Cz. 
came back, poor St. left. Then came. talked 
although was difficult. tried save the situation. 
They stayed long finally had tell them: home 
bed. 

The following day—the plenum. The hall with low 
ceiling—literally and metaphorically. Hot, air, cigarette 
smoke. People’s reaction—cool. 


January 19. p.m. the doorbell: came interview 
me. sits down and begins talk about himself. 


learned everything about him. When mentioned 
Letters, says: have just received nice letter from 
etc. succeeded making this interview joke: 
talked only about him. 


February 20. enjoys himself and good humor only 


when thinks that has cheated somebody. Even when 


sincere only half-sincere. Man’s natural (one 
might say) state: The ambivalence thought. 


February 21. Attended session the Youth Club. Rain, 
mud, cold. 


February 25. Warsaw. Visit the radio station. Because 
they did not decide whether accept manuscript 
not, took back. Let visited This the 
beginning the end. addition her heart trouble, 
some kind changes the brain. really sorry for 
them. Then off Bydgoszcz and Torun. ... 


March From p.m. the conference Polish 
language circles. came see me: she sleeps the pink 
room. She told story about who beat and then 
lied, perjured himself and tortured all and everyone sepa- 
rately that they could not look him. always knew that 
was nothing but liar and false dandy. Today the 
first warm day—flowers begin show here and there. Zh. 
came and lent 500 zloty. have many troubles and 
all this because the editors’ slowness. have not received 
any cash for months now. 


March arrived today. talked until nearly a.m., 
drinking wine and smoking cigarettes. made bal- 
ance-sheet our lives. Sincere, almost sincere. praised 
each other and then ourselves. That what friendship 
all about, everything considered. 


March 27. called does not intend 
publish Cicero’s Letters after all. Too exclusive. They ad- 
vise Pliny perhaps. They will pay me, course, 
but all this work for nothing: obviously, will never 
back it. fortunate that have done only thirty 
visited 
have been reactionary the 18th century. 


pages. unbelievable world: they would 


returned from Warsaw. Violet crocuses are 
blooming, but not forsythia apricots. Rain. Blackbirds 
are whistling. This consoles one, but not Tul- 
cia and Wawunia did not like coming home. often feel 
among home companions like government which does 
not have vote confidence. Meanwhile, financial 


and professional affairs are catastrophic state. 


have been quite busy the last few days. The 
international situation has recently become less tense al- 
legedly less tense. The technician who took 150 zloty from 
before Christmas for wiring has not shown far. 
One more thief. 

April 13. 


More troubles with the housing office. 


They 


want report Tuesday p.m. will lose few 
more days: this because think about this business all the 
Pierzchala and Zukrowski came and stayed until 


time. 
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one a.m. Pierzchala tells beautifully his murmuring story 
about his native home. 


April 17. commission composed five very polite clerks. 
interests. Now all right, but the whole thing rather 
exhausted me. 

There are more seagulls this spring than anytime before. 
The river opposite the University white with them. Peo- 
ple feed them; they fly and down all the time. Visit 
from The only writer chooses accept from the 
interwar literary period Gombrowicz. 


May 18. Cold soul. And coffee. The sleepiness 
one suffers from this climate and lack coffee disturb 
one work. one tenth what used to. 


May 30. Together with K., and visited school 
There were about 600 persons there. Three girls read 
poems, probably their own. One can see that lot work 
has been put into this place. takes good care the 
youth here. They eat better than other places—he 
real host. Everybody gets well his place. the 
boarding school students starve. Here the girls look 
healthy makes one happy see them. 

has created God his own Hence these 
praises, flattery, litanies compliments. Odious things. 
all right for little satrap, tyrannical mayor, but for 
the Creator. there anything which God could ap- 
preciate man would silence, not praise. Admiration 


not praise. silent. Here and everywhere nothing but 
eidolon fori. 


June 18. Today returned from Warsaw. rained. 
a.m. the garden looked like paradise. The earth explod- 
ing with flowers. Jasmine, baskets peonies, roses 
all colors. The cherry trees shone with their fruit 
they were polished. Marvellous scent; despite the hot air, 
freshness the bottom. home everything nice and 
clean, everything shines. antagonists were relatively 
quiet. Wawunia perfect material for study hatred. 
Because know the facts the other sides, can see clearly 
the distortion caused hatred. 

This morning when, depressed, thought about 
many complex problems life, there appeared sud- 
denly from the depths soul feeling-thought: you 
are free, after all. This feeling freedom, how fresh, 
strong and joy-giving was. more and more 
bored with and Co. They are outside life alto- 
gether. They understand nothing, completely nothing. 
They are nothing but puffed-up moralizing. Only times 
does something come back from the young days. 
degrees the thermometer the dining room. 


June 20. Last night wrote introduction Rogatka. 
wrote until 12:30 p.m. and stayed awake until a.m. 
Today sad again. inspiration, faith. Litera- 
ture becomes odious, the world alien. Only alone 
blooms. 


June 22. read Rousseau. Now appreciate writer 
who creates harmony with his nature. This gives him 
strength, truth and kind natural consistency. 


rewrote the introduction Rogatka. Praeteritio 
dominant. This book which seemed the easiest 
write suddenly turns out difficult. The difficulty 
lies the awareness various forms resistance. 


have nothing, have nothing, and care for nothing. 
Except that this which mine mine forever. 


And here all love lost. Perhaps not all. Let not 
blaspheme. But much, much has been lost. 


June Cz. came today with the news about 
himself ridiculously much. All that Wroclaw for 
today Notebook. Will anyone the future no- 


tice that this thing existed one time? Will appreciate 
the paradox? 


finishing reminiscences about Halina Gorska 
for radio. 
B.N. makes one feel that one the most important 


person the world, which is, think, the essence good 
breeding. 


July 31. Sappho: 


cruel never meet you the same point, 
unable meet where one was yesterday, hour 
moment ago. 


cool and embarrassing politeness has taken possession 
them. 


aroused pity from which one could never free one- 
self. 


August Humid storms break out every afternoon. After 
midnight return from complete darkness. Con- 
versations with scientists, even when lively, even when 
learn something from them, always depress me. That which 
see only shape and sum ignorance. This cre- 
ates one kind inferiority complex compared with 
scientists. Worse than this: art appears then poor, 
almost bashful sister science. There was time when 
philosophy was servant theology. And yet. 
artist (how bad the very word sounds) also has wide 
and genuine knowledge, though different kind. What 
scientist seriously appreciates the knowledge artist? 
Talent the most one mentions when speaking about 
artists. Critics talk about the skill artist. The fact 


that more and more often use the word skill—craft—is 
not accidental. 


For half century someone other has always been 
trying lecture me. want learn from and appreciate 
teachers greatly, but not like lectured. em- 
barrasses me. Good manners require least the appear- 
ance equality. 


September heard the singing birds dream. 
drank coffee and wrote the last chapter. the afternoon 
came see me. They speak unfavorably her: she 
fanatical Communist. she made strong impres- 
sion, however. Tragic. She lost her son and that death 
still lives. She not, however, someone with whom life 
easy. She severe and threatening. 
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Long conversation with Z., among other things about 
education. Rather exhausting. times not quite sincere. 
has two personalities. cannot believe that what 
wants believe is, nor that thinks pro- 
fesses. suspect that just like K., namely, that 
tries think what says thinks, imposes upon 
himself this thinking from his own—and how numerous— 
speeches that may order with himself. 
too ambitious, rather too dignified, say things does 
not believe and tries believe what says. But 
one feels him different human nature. lot 
casuistry, quite lot melancholy. strange mixture 
feminine subtlety, almost caressing, and then suddenly 
something entirely different. were tearing off his 
clothes. Brutal beast. Triumphant orangutan. 


down smoking. Smoking not only disturbs but 
also weakens will. would like write about 
Modrzewski that something remains it. Every book 
may the last one. Nothing, have written nothing 
what know have been through. great disappoint- 
ment and suffering know that one what one is. Yes- 
terday read sentence from Richelieu: 


Qu’on donne six lignes écrites main plus 
honnéte homme, trouverai quoi faire pendre. 

And this for me: Stultus semper incipit vivere. Always the 
certainty that life before me. 


November the city: grey, brown, dirty. Empty shops. 
Empty eyes look empty shops. Yellowish, suddenly old 
faces. Surprise which not surprised anything. Sewers 


November 21. days spent Warsaw. signed 
agreement the book about Frycz 
woman the Louvre who when the guide was showing 
her still lifes—figs, bread—sighed: “What pity that the 
painters were poor.” 

Small writers like know details about the great writ- 
ers, rather, successful writers. They like talk about 
them. 


1952 


January There are moments choice which decide 
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This section presents current information conditions behind the Iron Curtain from refu- 


gees interviewed Radio Free Europe reporters. 


HAS BEEN unofficially reported from Poland that Sov- 

iet-Polish borders have opened considerably since the 
spring 1955, when Soviet authorities eased restrictions 
Polish travel the Soviet Union and notably the 
Soviet-occupied former Polish Eastern Territories. The 
travel relaxation coincided with the understanding reached 
between the USSR and Poland for the repatriation 
forcibly displaced Polish citizens. 

Applications for travel the Sovict Union have been 
numerous that the Ministry Internal Affairs has 
opened additional passport office Warsaw. Visas 
for the USSR are valid for one month. order obtain 
soring letter from person resident the locality which 
the applicant desires visit. This condition also neces- 
sary for travel Wilno and Lwow (Eastern 
The letter required guarantee that the visitor will 
assured maintenance during his stay and not become 
public charge. also believed likely that the sponsoring 
party will held responsible the Security Police for 
the conduct the visitor from Poland. 

addition individual travel, Orbis [Polish State 
travel agency] tourist excursions the USSR include visits 
the two cities. this case collective visa issued 
which restricts personal freedom movement. 

Pole who recently visited Wilno reported that the 
Polish language still predominates among the people. Ap- 
parently, many Poles who one time declared themselves 
Lithuanians Byelorussians the hope adjusting 
themselves the new political situation now openly de- 
clare themselves Polish. There are also numerous cases 
the return Wilno Poles who were deported from 
there deep into the USSR. The number inhabitants 
the town has evidently risen considerably, and now al- 
legedly includes many 100,000 Poles. 

Polish paper reportedly obtainable Wilno and 
Polish elementary school exists there. Lessons are taught 


Polish but the children must also study Lithuanian and 
Russian. Visitors from Warsaw are impressed the fact 
that there are traces war ruins the town and the 
streets and houses are well kept up. 

The situation different Lwow: recent visitor 
found that Polish residents there have been pushed the 
outskirts the town, and Polish seldom heard the 
streets. The city has Russian character. One sees rep- 
resentatives all races and nationalities from the Soviet 
Empire. the population 800,000 barely 30,000 are 
Poles. This numerically weak group Poles Lwow does 
not feel sure itself the group Wilno, and many 
persons who have relatives Central Poland are currently 
trying leave for west the Curzon Line. 


REFUGEE estimates, there are not more than 

5,000 privately owned cars Hungary. person wish- 
ing buy one must apply the Ministry Commun- 
ications, which investigates determine the applicant 
really needs car. 

The happy owners the 5,000 cars are high State offi- 
cials, Party leaders, prominent athletes 
Owners receive gasoline permits entitling them the pur- 
chase 100 liters gasoline per month. The price 
car many times higher for private than for State pur- 
chasers. For instance, refugee reported that 1938 Mer- 
cedes was bought State institution for 5,800 forint, 
while the same time car the same make, model 
and year cost private citizen 30,000 forint. 

From Poland has been reported that the prices 
second-hand cars have risen sharply since the abolition 
gasoline rationing and the kilometer limit for private 
cars. Enormous prices are being paid for second-hand 
tires the black market. The prices new cars are un- 
changed they cannot bought freely, but require 
permit. These permits are usually given rewards 
“labor heroes” and are not easy obtain. All old cars 
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still private hands are constant use, mostly taxis. 
Refugees not uncommon for passenger entering 
taxi told hold onto the door during the journey 
because the lock damaged and may fly open. 


GRIM PLIGHT aged people the Communist- 

dominated countries was described 76-year-old 
woman who recently emigrated from Poland. The woman 
told how friend’s child had reported that his grammar 
school teacher, when talking about the “People’s 
Poland,” had counted pensioners among these enemies 
because “pensioners are unproductive.” This obviously 
the position taken the State authorities, whose pension 
allowances elderly people are completely inadequate. 

After the war, the woman received her deceased hus- 
band’s pension, which was reduced zloty month. 
This was then more than the equivalent the price 
three pounds butter, the woman was compelled 
continue working charwoman until 1948, when she 
reached the age 67. Then she was granted overall 
monthly pension 209 zloty ($52), but she claims that 
was necessary have monthly pension least 300 
zloty order admitted home for the aged. 

Therefore the woman, who had lived frugally and had 
saved some money when she was still working, now helped 
herself lending out cash acquaintances high 
rate interest. For short-term (up five months) loan 
1,000 zloty she charged 150 zloty; five 
percent. The woman declared that others doing the same 
business charge even more. 

The old woman was also helped packages from her 
daughter West Germany. All the packages reached 
her, although sometimes their contents were damaged 
through the handling customs: for instance, cocoa would 
get mixed with soap powder chocolate embedded 
lard (all wrappers are removed customs). Once 
customs official substituted shabby old suit for good 
one, the woman claimed. Customs duty such packages 
are high that sometimes recipients cannot raise the 
necessary sum, she said. 


CENTRAL UNION ARTISTS the State-controlled 
organization painters and sculptors Czechoslo- 
vakia. sponsored the Ministry Culture. All 
works art have marketed through the channels 
the Union. 

literary editor who had been travelling agent for 
artists’ collective before escaped from Czechoslovakia 
described the composition and functions the Union. 
According his information, the Union has some 3500 
members. Local branches are formed each town for 
painting, sculpture, architecture, art photography and art 
criticism. 

Finances are handled the Union through special 
“Art Fund.” The Union pays all the bills the local 


branches: wages and salaries, rent, exhibition costs. The 
Fund has two main sources income: provisions paid 
the local branches, amounting percent the sale 
price paintings, designs and architectural works, and 
five percent receipts from sculpture; and grants var- 
ious industries for so-called actions.” task action 
work done prescribed subject; recent one was “The 
Life Klement Gottwald.” 

The regulations the Union are nominally democratic. 
Any Czechoslovak artist who has graduated from the 
Academy from any the Schools Applied Arts, 
who shows promise exceptional talent, may become 
member. Membership the Union virtually requisite 
the further advance artist’s career. Every candidate 
therefore screened for admission committee called 
The committee examines applications twice year 
and recommends candidates the central office Prague. 
usually over year before the final decision made 
known. The artists call this procedure “jurying.” 
jected candidate may re-apply three times. 

The local branches serve the agency between the 
artist and the various State enterprises buying works art. 
Twice year there are exhibitions which form the main 
sales outlet. Only works approved “Juro” and thus 
keeping with the Communist line are exhibited. 
who are the Union but whose work does not conform 
Communist dicta are “put ice,” said the escapee. The 
jury considers the political reliability the artists first 
all; the artistic merit the work secondary. The result 
that young painters and sculptors have conform the 
State-favored “Socialist realism,” give their careers. 


HAS BEEN reported that during the past few months 
the Budapest police have been systematically checking 
the identity passers-by the streets. Special guards 
patrolling the streets during daytime working hours and 
the evenings after p.m. stop pedestrians and ask them 
produce their identity papers. 

The evening identity checks are believed aimed those 
who live Budapest without residence permits, former 
deportees and expellees who tried return Budapest 
find work. Only the permanent inhabitants Budapest 
and those who have temporary residence permits are al- 
lowed the streets after p.m. Those who were 
deprived their permits are allowed enter the city 
but have leave its limits before p.m. The goal 
these night checks intimidate the people who stay 
town illegally and force them leave. The number 
those who hide Budapest without permission un- 
officially estimated several thousand. 

The main purpose the daytime checks ascertain 
whether individuals seen the streets have any right 
away from their place work that time. Recently, 
the absenteeism rate has been rising considerably thie 
State-owned plants and firms. 
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Current 
Developments 


Area 


Balloon Protests 


The entire Soviet-dominated area has been resounding 
with all-out effort mobilize international public opin- 
ion against the Free Europe Committee’s balloon-borne 
leaflet operations. These operations have date delivered 
over 250 million messages the people Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Poland, messages giving these peoples press 
free regime censorship. This has apparently disturbed 
the Communist leaders that major diplomatic and propa- 
ganda campaign against the leaflets was thought necessary. 

Prime attention was paid the Czechoslovak operations. 
January Czechoslovak Foreign Minister Vaclav 
David denounced “balloons with subversive leaflets, which 
endanger air traffic well the lives and health our 
people, particularly our children.” January 17, the 
official Czechoslovak press service CTK claimed that the 
explosion balloon Eastern Slovakia had seriously 
injured fourteen-year-old boy. January 20, CTK re- 
ported the crash Czechoslovak airliner the Tatra 
Mountains, killing twenty-two, injuring four. The following 
day the cancellation all evening and night flights the 
Czechoslovak airline was announced, because the hazard 
“balloons carrying leaflets.” The regime also complained 
the International Civil Aviation Organization, and the 
United Nations Secretariat. 

January 22, Albania, Bulgaria, Poland, East Ger- 
many and the USSR all chimed with barrage at- 
tacks the leaflet Romania came the following 
day, Hungary the day after that, and Communist China 
February 

Following the Soviet February notes protest the 
United States and Turkey (claimed launching site for 
meteorological and West Germany Feb- 
ruary Romania and Hungary sent protest notes the 
United States February Poland February 11. Bul- 
garia complained the United Nations February 
Czechoslovakia February 

There has been attempt these notes, regime de- 
nunciations, and balloon displays Prague and Mos- 
confuse the Air Force meteorological balloons 
with the balloons. The latter, despite regime protests 
their great size, have maximum airborne dimension 
under feet, weigh less than ten pounds fully loaded 
(US Civil Air Regulations provide that only balloons over 


ten pounds are subject regulation), and are provided 
with simple device spill out all gas after the 
have been scattered. They are designed for flight above nor- 
mal civil aviation airlanes. After Secretary State Dulles’ 
answer the Soviet note, provisionally agreeing stop 
flights meteorological balloons Soviet-bloc air- 
space, and stressing that the Free Europe Committee was 
private non-governmental organization, regime protests con- 
tinued. 
sample the protests the balloon action follows: 


Radio Bratislava, February 10: 


“The criminal balloon action so-called Free Europe 
causes increasing anger and disgust among our workers.” 


Munca (Bucharest), February 


“Balloonacy one the many signs which advocates 
international tension fail hide their hatred the 
regimes countries the Socialist camp. Direct acts 
espionage and lying propaganda are overtly directed 
against Socialist countries.” 


Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), February 


“The balloon exploits ‘Free Europe’ are not new. 
The spirit freedom the United States, often glori- 
fied American statesmen, has undergone some obvious, 
dreadful deformation. The freedom spread subversion 
countries with which the United States allegedly wishes 
coexist peacefully certainly not the freedom which 
Mr. Dulles spoke profusely Geneva.” 


Prague Meeting 


January 27-28, the first meeting the Political Con- 
sultative Committee the signatory States the Warsaw 
Treaty was held Prague. The Treaty, for “Friendship, 
Cooperation and Mutual Assistance,” was signed May 14, 
1955, the USSR, Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, East 
Germany, Poland, Romania and Czechoslovakia. Repre- 
sentatives these countries attended the Prague meeting, 
and addition there was observer from Communist 
China. 

The two point agenda the meeting consisted of: 
Organizational questions, “Discussion questions and 
joint measures emanating from the Warsaw Treaty.” 
major organizational novelty was the inclusion the newly- 
established East German Army into the military framework 
the Treaty. addition, was decided that the Political 
Consultative Committee would meet whenever the need 
arose, but less than twice year. Two “auxiliary bodies” 
are attached the Committee, one standing com- 
mission for drafting recommendations foreign policy, 
the other joint secretariat all Treaty nations. The 
offices these bodies will Moscow. 

The results the “discussion” were embodied Dec- 
laration (Radio Prague, January 28). This rang the 
familiar changes the current Soviet propaganda line. 
was stated that “The great peace efforts the nations 
[unspecified] have already resulted substantial change 
the international situation and certain relaxation 
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the Political Consultative Committee 


“View the large hall the Cernin Palace Prague the opening day the Political Consultative Committee meeting.” Representa- 


tives the USSR and the East European Satellites. Rude Pravo (Prague), January 28, 1956 
the tension international The Geneva European non-aggression treaty was called for rather 
Conference last year was praised. However, the Decla- vague terms. 

ration continued, the creation “aggressive military blocs The lengthy speeches the meeting added little these 
directed against the peace-loving States, such the North points. Molotov, heading the Soviet delegation, did stress 
Atlantic bloc, the Baghdad bloc and the military bloc the question German unification, and that must at- 
Southeast Asia leads ever greater sharpening tained means agreement between “both German 
international The tone the Declaration was States” (Radio Moscow, January 28). 

fairly temperate; although and were 

blamed for threatening world peace, the United States Bulgaria 


rac in > > ere” . . 
was never named “certain circles the Western Powers Rebellion 
was the most explicit terminology used. 


After more than month’s silence, the regime made pub- 
Approval was given the Bandung Conference; China 


lic the text December 28, 1955 speech Premier 
Chervenkov condemning “bourgeois” manifestations the 
Bulgarian Writers’ Union. Chervenkov, who spoke 
closed Union meeting Party members, declared that the 
atmosphere the conference had been characterized 


was particularly praised, and India, Indonesia, Burma and 
Egypt were singled out for mention countries which had 
played “important role.” Gratification was expressed 
the results the French elections. 


The major proposals the Declaration held little nov- attacks” against the Union leadership and 
elty. was proposed that “the interested States—prior “break through the tested Party principles 
the achievement agreement the prohibition literary guidance the Central 
atomic weapons—should agree that the armed forces sta- said that number Communist writers—particularly 
tioned German territory, including the armed forces Ivan Rudnikov, Ivan Martinov and Ivan 


the German Democratic Republic and the German Fed- irresponsibly demanded change the Union leadership 
eral Republic, should not possess atomic weapons.” was the grounds that “supported fascist mercenaries, persecuted 
also suggested that “it would great importance Communist writers,’ and constituted the main barrier 
the member States the Warsaw Treaty the one hand Bulgarian literary development. The Premier charged these 
and the States NATO the other undertake settle writers with abusing the “privilege” criticism, and 
all disputes and disagreements between each other solely pointed out that their real target was not the Union leader- 
peaceful means.” The establishment “good relations” ship but the Party’s Central Committee. said (Radio 


among countries irrespective “their possible present Sofia, February 

membership this that military also “Ivan Rudnikov accused the Central Committee 
termed Turkey, Greece, Italy and West Ger- bureaucratic leadership the Writers’ Union. Can 
many were particularly singled out this regard. Finally, Marxists and Leninists calmly ignore such statements? 


Samples New Polish Criticism 


Radio Warsaw, January 22, 1956—a listener’s letter: 


“Why gild reality with nice speeches obvious that 
the Six Year Plan failed? 1955, were produce 
100 million tons coal and instead produced 94.5 
million; instead 19.3 billion kwh electric energy, 
produced 17.6; instead 4.6 million tons steel, pro- 
duced less than 4.5 million. Even without discussing agri- 
culture, obvious that Deputy Premier Hilary 
statement about the 109 percent fulfillment 
the Six Year Plan exaggeration. And what 
about the much-publicized increase the living standard? 
Everyone find that out best for himself.” 


Radio Warsaw, January 26, 1956—another letter: 


that families must share apartments and live 
dingy holes? should explain why are 
building palaces culture, cinemas and theaters but 
not apartment When flats are built, they are given 
directors, managers army officers, but not 
workers. longer believe the good future times 
Communism when shall all have nice apartments. 

Warsaw 
must remembered, however, that 3,000,000 housing 


this painful subject. 


units were destroyed during the war. built 750,000 
new housing units the Six Year Plan. This small 
number does not change the fact that 


” 


Glos Szczecinski November 15, 1955: 


Those who visit such seaside resorts Gdynia, 
Sopot Ustki have hard time finding accommo- 
dations summer. One would suppose that all the hotels 
were filled with vacationers, but this not true. Hotel 
rooms are too expensive [for] most vacationers. Then 
who are the people who crowd our seaside resorts? 
repeat what friend, the doorman the Fisherman’s 
House, said when asked him find bed: can’t 
help you. The weather good all the inspectors have 
swarmed here like 


Szpilki (Warsaw), January 29, 1956, describes dinner 
conversation between director industrial enterprise, 
Comrade Kciuk, and his wife: 


‘Imagine, says, ‘now everyone wants criti- 
cize. Suddenly they have started blame for 
everything. They say not fight for the enterprise 
but only for position.’ 

charges have they brought against you?’ 

‘You mean what charges they brought against 
me? They say that for every ministerial proposal, know 
According them, 
should tell the big-wigs that their proposals are imprac- 


only two words: “Yes. Yes.” 


tical and explain why impossible implement 
them and fulfill the plan. But not stupid. 
have intention spoiling good relations for their 
convenience. you only knew what they said: “Di- 


quarrel with the authorities because 


Szpilki (Warsaw), January 29, 1956, describes conver- 
sation between prominent Party member Sadlowicz and 
his maid Kasia, who wants quit and join State farm: 


has his bonus and can afford loyal, while 
Ministry would end the way Gwizdalski did. was 
transferred God knows where. [Frankly] Com- 
munists stop being vigilant, don’t know what will hap- 
pen. the past expected that might get 
and say, “Comrades, should mobilize.” Now 
say, had enough threats and Before, 
said: “It’s not surprising that the director overlooks 
certain matters; he’s very busy.” Now, take the floor 
and ask what all day because when they want 
never the office. What has happened these 
people? Did work more last year? Every speech 
used begin: “Comrades, was very badly off before the 
war and now happy.” Today, says that there 
justice because has been waiting ten years for 
apartment. These are anti-Party speeches and know 

‘If remember correctly, you said not long ago 
that the Third Plenum showed the need for courageous 
and open criticism. “We Communists,” you said, “will 
implement this line the only just one.” 

say that? course, did. said 
many things the past ten years. But how could fore- 
see that the people would take what was said [at the Third 
seriously?’ 


real proletarian doesn’t think that way. Have 
you heard about the mechanic Babulka who, wrapped 
only sheets, crawled into hot furnace make repairs? 
You should ashamed give because some ridic- 
ulous diapers.’ 
hot during the day, and night there such 
cold draught nearly freeze.’ 
“*The heroic tribes Sadolwicz thought, ‘live 
icy huts.’ 
you nuts? Don’t you realize what exhausting 
work that is? How bad living conditions are?’ 
Trybuna Ludu they say there are opportunities 
for women.’ 
ceived such statements.’ 
lodgings, good furniture, houses culture 
“Barracks, icy barracks, dirty and unheated. And what 
debauchery!’ 
for? 
you want become ill from overwork, knifed 


work impossible norms? 


the hoodlums flooding Nowa Huta? Stay with us.’ 

“Kasia nodded. Later the comrade said his wife, 
convinced her. proletarians will always find com- 
mon language.’ 


og 


The man’s satchel marked 


“Production”; the woman’s, 


“Administration.” Sturshel (Sofia), January 20, 1956 


The excuses given some that the meeting should listen 
everything and that there freedom criticize are in- 
consistent. The Communist Party not favor just 
any kind criticism, and does not regard freedom some 
kind absolute concept. are for criticism which 
strengthens us; are against criticism which aims 
undermine us. The indiscriminate attack against the 
Union leadership was such that the Union leadership ap- 
peared more like practice target, while the real blows 
were directed higher. They were aimed the Party 
Central Committee, and listened and tolerated them 
the name freedom criticism. not admit 
attempt weaken Party positions literature and the 
Party leadership the Writers’ Union, then unpardon- 
able mistake will committed. 
tendencies against the Party’s line literature must 
strangled the embryonic stage.” 


Chervenkov concluded that the chief fault the Union 
leadership was failure guide literature “in creative 
way” and struggle against “negative practices.” in- 
structed the Union leadership improve the Marxist- 
Leninist education writers, and combat “individual- 
ism, selfishness, unsatisfied ambitions, complaints about be- 
ing unrecognized, personal quarrels, and other petty-bour- 
geois remnants.” said that the leadership had been lax 


about answering “important questions” and had ignored 
dangerous views: 


quote from article Comrade Gocho 
Literaturen Front, No. [September 15, 
eee There should have been a resolute rejection of it [but 
far none has been The article panegyric 

the writer the person who exposes only that 
which negative life. Listen the way Comrade 
imagines the industrialization our country: 


give vital water our plains, the hundreds drills 


giant dams,’ writes, ‘which will 


boring deep into the soil, understand why there are still 
privations and grumblings; understand why people are 
saving their pieces bread have better tomorrow. 

“Is that what Comrade Gochev sees the changes 
which have occurred our country? fact, does 
Comrade Gochev know what happening our country? 
should know that our industrialization not being 
carried out the expense workers 
Where did Comrade Gochev get the notion that people 
are grumbling about Party policy? what right does 

appeal writers depict this grumbling their 
works? that our reality? that his struggle against 
the idealization of life? 

“We not want lacquering reality. However, 
also not want pessimism. The struggle against the 
lacquering reality and the lack conflict literature 
should changed into struggle which will not depict the 
negative sides with loss faith, with anarchistic rejection 
Party policy, and with 
People’s Democracy.” 


bourgeois lies about our 


The contrast between the relative freedom the present 
Polish ferment (see pp. 3-14) and the relative stringency 
the Bulgarian Party’s stand, striking. 


1955 Plan Results 


According the Central Bureau Statistics (Radio 
Sofia, January 26), the 1955 plan for overall industrial 
production was fulfilled 104.5 percent. For republican in- 
dustry fulfillment was 104.8 percent, for local industry 98.6 
percent, and for cooperative industry 109.2 percent. Total 
industrial production was 9.6 percent higher than 1954. 
Following are some the increases given for specific 
branches and specific items, expressed percentages: fuel- 
extracting industry, 25; ferrous metallurgy, 21; nonferrous 
metallurgy, 10; chemicals, 37; electric power, 19; hard coal, 
(15.7 planned) lead, 12; freight cars, 72; nitrogen fer- 
tilizers, sulfuric acid, 27; cement, (10.8 planned) 
paper, 25; cellulose, (26 household utensils, 
28; cotton fabrics, planned) wool fabrics, leather 
footwear, meat, butter, (11.6 planned) flour, 15. 

The turnover plan for retail goods was fulfilled 101.9 
percent, and “the people bought percent more goods, 
foodstuffs and drinks from the shops and restaurants and 
15.2 percent more the villages than 1954.” The com- 
spoke cheerfully and vaguely achievements 
MTS increased the average work per 
15-horsepower tractor did not offer any 
overall figures production livestock. said that the 
plan for investment was fulfilled 98.2 percent, and that in- 
vestment was 8.2 percent above 1954. The original plan, 


«4 


however, had called for increase 14.1 percent. In- 
vestment industry increased 7.4 percent (21.8 percent 
planned) agriculture, excluding collectives, 42.3 percent 
45.8) and housing 9.3 percent (10.2). 


Price Reduction 


February price reduction timed coincide with 
elections the People’s Councils, the regime cut the costs 
some food items and industrial consumer goods the 
following percentages: sunflower seed oil, 16; olive oil, 15; 
lard, 20; rice, 22; unhusked rice, 35; beans, 18; winter po- 
tatoes, 10; white (luxury) bread, and 13; bread products, 
7-14; white flour, 10; wheat (luxury) flour, macaroni, 
8-11; cheese, fish (fresh and canned), 10-28; 


sugar 
products, 11-30; yoghurt, 17-24; milk (winter price), 23- 
26; lemonade, 10-12; olives, 22; oranges, 14; coffee, 
cotton textiles, 17; woolen fabrics, 18-25; silk fabrics, 18- 
linen fabrics, 25-40; cotton underwear, 8-23; silk un- 
derwear, woolen underwear, 10-20; men’s socks, 15; wo- 


men’s stockings, 15-40; and shoes, 5-30. 

The regime decree also declared that within fifteen days 
the Ministry Home Trade must effect the following per- 
centage price cuts: ready-made clothes, 19; shirts, 18-20; 
pajamas, 20; caps, 20; neckties, 18; leather goods, 20; cot- 
ton yarn, 20-30; woolen yarn, 15; soap, 9-35; kitchen uten- 
sils, 10; chinaware, 10; toys, 14-20; and other industrial 
consumer goods, 20-43. The decree concluded that the new 
prices will not affect the prices goods sold the market 
collectives and “The Council 
Ministers confident that the price reduction will 
evoke enthusiasm the struggle for overfulfillment the 
1956 plan.” 


individual farmers. 


The new price reduction, which was the sixth an- 
nounced since 1944, was necessitated partly the accumu- 
lation surplus stocks. December 6-7, 1955 Party 
Central Committee Politburo member Raiko 
Damyanov declared, for instance, that: “On March 31, 
1955, the Shoes and Clothing Department had surplus 


meeting, 


stock goods amounting 154,670,000 leva. State 
enterprises bought 700-800,000 meters calico rejected 


Comrade Chervenkov’s insistence, larger sums will pro- 
vided 1956 for reducing retail prices. There 
doubt that this way many surplus stocks will reduced 
and others liquidated. Under circumstances, however, 


will the reduced prices lower than the production costs.” 


1956 Budget 


February Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) published 
the report Finance Minister Kiril the 
budgets for 1955 and 1956. Total revenues and expendi- 
tures planned for this year show significant change from 
last year from the year before. Expenditures for na- 
tional defense have been reduced from 11.1 percent the 
total 8.8 percent, keeping with the “peaceful” ex- 
ample set the USSR. Administrative expenses also show 
slight reduction. The differences will offset in- 
creased expenditures the economic and 


Lazarov 


usual, last year’s revenues fell short the amount 
planned. The chief discrepancy was the proceeds the 
turnover tax, which were only 5.4 billion leva instead 
the expected 9.8 billion. The difference was made 
“other” proceeds the national economy. Expected 
enue from the turnover tax 1956 correspondingly 
lower. 

Following comparison the figures released 
Lazarov (in billions rounded tenth) 


1955 1955 1956 
Planned Realized Planned 
18.2 17.5 18.5 
National economy .......... 14.2 13.2 14.6 
Profits from enterprises 3.5 3.0 4.2 
Turnover tax ...... 9.8 5.4 5.8 
Other 0.9 4.8 4.6 
2.9 3.2 2.7 
People’s economy ............ 
Heavy industry ........... 2.3 
Food and light industry 0.6 
Transport and comm. ...... 1.0 
2.2 
Education, culture, social wel- 
fare and health ...... 3.8 4.0 
Defense ...... 1.9 1.8 1.5 
Administration ...... 0.7 0.7 0.7 
Budget surplus ............... 0.9 0.5 0.9 


Besides the expenditures included the national budget, 
total 1.9 billion leva will spent enterprises from 
their own funds: 907 million heavy industry, 426 million 
the food and light industries, 316 million transporta- 
tion and communications, and the rural 
economy. 


million 


Poland 


Trade Union Plenum 


The seventh plenum the Central Council Trade 
Unions, January 13-14, had its purpose the “defense 
worker interests and the building mass confidence 
Trade Unions.” The main speaker, Chairman the Trade 
Union Council Wiktor Klosiewicz, directed his attention 
abuses worker rights and violations labor legislation. 
began stating that, the Six Year Plan, 
great many workers did not profit from the increase real 
wages and that number them still received the same 
wages they did the beginning the Plan. also gave 
startling details the prevalence “illegal practices” 
(Glos Pracy January 14-15 

“In many light industrial enterprises, came across 
violations work provisions for women and youth. For 
example, the Zgierz cotton factory, women are asked 
carry bundles weighing 102 kg. [225 although accord- 
ing law bundles should not exceed kg. for every 

two women. ... In many cases young workers are kept on 


night shifts 10-14 hours. the chemical industries, 
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“What did they hire the new workers for?” 
“Expressly handle matters staff reduction.” 


Krokodil (Moscow). December 20, 1955 


women hold positions forbidden law. 
visions for transferring pregnant women lighter work 
are violated.” 


Klosiewicz also stated that workers transport, com- 
munications and internal trade, and other economic 
branches, are often denied their legal vacations, and that 
compensation for overtime work inadequate. pointed 
out that according law the rates for overtime are 
100 percent higher than basic rates. Industrial enterprises, 
however, not only fail pay these rates, but force workers 
put overtime with compensation whatever. the 
Lodz’ power station, for example, workers were obliged 
sign the following statement: “We, the undersigned, state 
that between October and October 15, put many 
hours overtime. request that this overtime 
considered part normal eight-hour work day.” Klosie- 
wicz said that other factories asked workers sign pledges 
work “one two hours overtime order celebrate 
certain events.” Factory directors make use unpaid 
overtime, explained, order get bonuses for overful- 
fillment the plan. 

Klosiewicz also condemned failures observe safety and 
hygiene regulations and claimed that the frequency these 
and other violations was the result the Trade Unions’ 
passive attitude. strongly objected the unions’ “silent 
acquiescence the administration’s lawless decisions,” and 
pointed out that although the Trade Unions had lost their 


“class basis” the “Socialist was nevertheless 
necessary for them conduct “non-class” struggle against 
bureaucratic deviations. 


Agricultural Concessions 


The policy continued priority for the sec- 
tor agriculture has been marked the past few months 
important concessions State and collective farms. Ac- 
cording Nowe (Warsaw November 1955, the 
regime issued resolution increasing the prices State 
farm deliveries. Although Nowe Drogi gave details 
the decree, stated that its purpose was create bet- 
ter conditions for the “profitable work State farms.” 

Two the annual 
compulsory meat and milk deliveries collectives were 
published Dziennik (Warsaw), November 30, 
1955. The decrees stated that kolkhoz meat deliveries will 
cut kg. for each piglet kept for breeding, and 
milk deliveries will reduced 300-400 liters for each 
calf kept for breeding and 400 liters for each calf sold 
the State. These decrees are obviously intended pre- 
vent further decline livestock breeding collective 
farms. According Wies Liczbach (Warsaw), 1954, the 
livestock population collectives was follows June 
1953: 357,000 cattle, 121,000 horses, 481,000 pigs and 
sheep. 
which 


other decrees decreasing quotas 


Ustaw 


Radio Warsaw, September 1955, gave 


showed 


figures 


considerable drop from 1953: 


210,000 cattle, 100,000 horses, 310,000 pigs and 200,000 
sheep. Zagadnienia Ekonomiki Rolnej (Warsaw), No. 
1955, attributed this decline the high cost breeding 
and pointed out that fodder for one breeding calf costs 
more than the calf’s market price. 

decree aimed strengthening weak collectives was 
published Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), January 18, 1956. 
The resolution provides for special loans from the Agri- 
cultural Bank kolkhozes working deficit and unable 
pay their debts. The interest the loans will amount 
one zloty annually for each one hundred borrowed, but 
the Agricultural Bank can postpone cancel the kolkhoz 
debt the request the collective and with the approval 
the District National Council. 

These attempts support the collective farms are sig- 
nificant view recent regime announcements that 
about percent the arable land incorporated 
into the “Socialist” sector 1960. The collectives alone 
currently include ten percent land owned peasants, 
and according Zenon Nowak (Radio Warsaw, February 
the goal 25-30 percent 1960. 


Party Cards Exchanged 


resolution designed revitalize political and organ- 
izational work, the Party’s Central Committee announced 
that, the course 1956, new Party cards would 
issued and members’ files brought date. From re- 
port Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), December 23, 1955, 
appears that Party membership files not reflect reality, 
and that many people officially registered Communists 
have “lost” their Party cards, refused pay dues, and have 
severed all connections with the Party. Because wide- 
spread neglect the work Party organizations and 
the many members, the exchange Party 
cards will carried out with view eliminating 
and ensuring the active participation 
Communists the work local organizations and the 
fulfillment Party duties. 


“In the last years, Party ranks have increased con- 
siderably. Many Party members have moved from vil- 
lages towns, from one town another, from one enter- 
prise another. This has meant organizational 
work for Party organs. There are cases [however] 
which local Party committees have been negligent about 
Party transfers. Many Party organizations have not co- 
operated with new Party members, particularly Party 
candidates. For this reason, some people have remained 
candidates long and new Party members have 
not participated actively Party work. 

“There are still many Party members who neglect pay- 
ing membership dues, and who are careless about their 
Party cards. number cards have been 

“Party files are Some organizations still 
list the names comrades who left the [area] long ago 
The in- 
methods frequently used 
keeping Party files cannot obtain clear pic- 
ture of the forces at the Party's disposal.” 


who have transferred other enterprises. 
complete and erroneous 


Trybuna Ludu also discussed the need for “systematic 
elimination alien and accidental members.” pointed 


out, however, that Party organizations should steer 
middle course: they should “avoid thoughtless expulsion 
Party members while the same time they must not 
indulge ‘too liberal’ forgiveness errors committed 
Party members and candidates” who have glaringly neg- 
lected their duties. 


1955 Plan Results 


January Radio Warsaw broadcast the results 
the economic plan for 1955. According the Central 
Statistical Bureau, total industrial production was per- 
cent higher than 1954, fulfilling the overall plan 103.4 
percent. Agricultural production, however, was only per- 
cent higher than 1954 and fulfilled the plan only 
percent. Employment industry went 
about percent and “productivity industry” about 
percent. The quantity goods sold the population 
allegedly increased percent. 

Following comparison, for selected items, the per- 
centage increases claimed for 1955 and 1954: 

1954/1953* 1955/1954 1955/1954 


(planned (achieved 


Refined lead .......... 
Electric power ........ 
Nitrogen fertilizers 22.5 
Phosphor fertilizers .... 
Paper ewe 4 10 
Cotton textiles ........ 6.1 
Woolen textiles ....... 
Leather shoes ......... 10.6 


Heavy industry continued receive the major emphasis, 
although the plan had called for percent increase 
consumer goods and only percent increase heavy 
industry production. Success the consumer goods pro- 
gram was dependent upon reduction overall production 
costs and substantial increase agricultural production. 
Cost production was apparently reduced only 3.1 
billion zloty instead the 7.5 billion hoped for—although 


Zycie Gospodarcze (Warsaw), Feb. 20, 1955. 

Zycie Gospodarcze, Feb. April 17, May 15, 1955; Gospo- 
darka Planowa (Warsaw), March 1955; Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), 
Jan. 26, 1955. 
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Catehing up on Pian: “Well, well! Another last-minute effort to 
make up for lost time! But it should have been in May, not now!” 


Czechoslovak Life (Prague), November 1955 


the communique claims that the target was reached. 
spite good harvest year the total increase agricul- 
tural output was less than half the planned 6.2 percent. 
The program for cultivation more fallow land fell short 
its target percent. Production State farms in- 
creased only percent comparison with the planned 
increase percent. The number collectives increased 
from 9,712 9,963. 

The communique noted shortages certain food prod- 
ucts the cities, especially meat, meat products and 
animal fats. “The shortage supplies meat and meat 
products caused increased demand for other food prod- 
ucts, such flour, baked products, and butter, which 
turn caused temporary shortages these products despite 
the general increase sales compared with 1954.” 


Romania 


Trade Union Conference 


plenum the Central Council Trade Unions, 
January 31-February Chairman Gheorghe Apostol enu- 
merated future tasks the light “decisions the Sec- 
ond Party reported growth 
union membership—from 1,340,000 1947 2,600,000 
1955—and commended union activity the “socio- 


cultural domain.” Between 1951 and 1955, said, the 
unions had sent more than two million people rest and 
rehabilitation centers, and more than 6.5 billion lei had 
been spent for social insurance. also praised the growth 
union sports organizations, and stated that membership 
them had reached 575,000 the end 1955. 

The official then took union 
charged that unions had failed their task improving 
(Age rpress, 
“Trade union organizations,” 


shortcomings. 
technology and leading work competitions 
Bucharest, 
said, “have failed assume their chief task the systematic 
organization the struggle for continuous increase 
labor productivity and reduction production costs. 

failure] manifested particularly the coal, metal- 
lurgical, textile and food industries, well the So- 
cialized sector agriculture.” 
seriousness union failures, stated that 


indication the 
1955 
the coal industry produced approximately two million tons 
less than planned, despite the fact that the coal industry 
had been given three billion investment the Five 
Year Plan and had been equipped with large number 
machines. Apostol concluded that the unions must help 
implement advanced working techniques, popularize speed- 
systems and seriously organize work competitions. 
trade unions 
was sharp contrast the current emphasis “worker 
rights” other captive nations and indicated, once 


Apostol’s emphasis the “obligations” 


that the Romanian regime was adhering comparatively 
harsh line boost industrial and farm production. 


1955 Plan Results 


According the final report 1955 plan fulfillment, 
published Bucharest papers February 10, industrial 
production rose percent over 1954 compared with 
6.6 percent increase 1954 over 1953. Specific percentage 


increases production were follows (1954 percentage 


increases and decreases over 1953 [Scinteia, Feb. 
parentheses): pig iron, steel, 12.5 

electric energy, crude oil, coal, (1); 
natural gas, (4.4); rolled steel, 13; and coke, 32. Other 


percentage increases included: cotton fabrics, (6.9 


woolen fabrics, (3.7); silk fabrics, (10.6); leather 
footwear, 33; sugar, 39; butter, meat, (15.3 
internal combustion engines, 49; ball bearings, (32.7 


and steam engines, 315 (62.5). 

The report gave figures overall farm production. 
claimed, however, that the number collectives, peas- 
ant partnerships and breeding farms had increased 6,600 
(390,000 families) the 1954 plan report mentioned total 


5,600 (318,000 families.) addition, the number 


simple associations rose from 600 (16,000 families) the 
end 1954 3,000 families) the end 
1955. The land under cultivation was increased 1955 


160,000 hectares (120,000 additional hectares were 


plowed 1954 compared with 1953), and the cereal 


acreage increased percent (17.2 percent 1954 
over 1953 
The volume 1955 investments increased percent 


over 1954: percent industry, percent agriculture, 


\ 


and percent transportation. Foreign trade rose 
percent, the national income percent, and “the real 
salaries workers and employees percent,” com- 
pared with average 8.1 percent increase 1954 income 
over 


Czechoslovakia 


1955 Plan Results 


The final report 1955 plan results the State Sta- 
tistical Office (Radio Prague, February 14) stated that 
the overall target for industrial production was fulfilled 
103 percent and that all industrial branches met ex- 
ceeded their individual plans. The only exception was the 
Ministry Engineering whose enterprises fell one percent 
short the planned goal. Farm production registered 
growth 11.5 percent over 1954, and industrial produc- 
tion rose 10.6 percent:* These increases were much higher 
than those achieved 1954 over 1953: that period, in- 
dustrial production only 4.4 percent, crop production 
declined, and animal production showed gain only 

The report claimed that production specific industrial 
branches was follows (with 1954 and 1953 figures re- 
spectively parenthesis): coal, million tons (60.4, 
electric power, billion kwh (15.6, 12.5); iron, 
million tons (2.8, 2.8); and steel, 4.5 million tons (4.3, 
According the Deputy Chairman the Statistical 
Office, Miroslav Zdarsky, Czechoslovakia now surpasses 
Britain, Belgium, France and West Germany per capita 
coal output; France and Italy per capita electric power 
supply; and France, Sweden and Austria per capita 
raw steel production. 

The report also stated that collective and State farms 
tilled percent the arable land, which still lower 
than the percent for 1953. Labor productivity grew 
percent compared with 1954 and “was responsible for 
percent the growth production.” Retail trade 
grew percent, and consumption 1955 rose 
percent over 1954, compared with percent 1954 
over 1953. The average wage 1955 rose percent over 
1954 and, according Zdarsky, farmers particular en- 
joyed higher living standard. The Deputy Chairman 
the Statistical Office said that the chief shortcomings were 
lags the investment plan (fulfilled only percent) 
and irregular fulfillment monthly plans. 


Hungary 
Trade Union Meeting 


The crucial connection between advanced technology 
and foreign trade was emphasized Matyas Rakosi 
speech the eighth plenary session the National Coun- 
cil Trade Unions, January 20-21. The First Party Sec- 
retary complained about high production costs and poor 
quality products, and stated that Hungary continued 


*In earlier report the increase farm production was said 
to be 9.4 percent. See NBIC, February 1956. p. +2. 


use obsolete industrial methods would “lag behind cap- 
italist countries,” and unable compete the world 
market. 


Rakosi pointed out (Szabad Nep, Budapest, January 22) 
that many Hungarian factory managers were ignorant 
and indifferent foreign competition. Their chief interest 
was disposing their own products; then their worries 
stopped. “If there deficit, the National Bank makes 
for it. That why factory has yet had close its 
doors.” Rakosi said that this situation has led serious 
losses export Taking the Matyas Rakosi 
Works example, the Party Secretary claimed re- 
quires work hours produce sewing machine for 
export India, while the same time new Indian fac- 
tory Calcutta requires only work hours turn out 
similar machine. view the fact that the Indian people 
are unwilling pay higher price for imports, Rakosi 
said, the Hungarians lose total work hours each 
machine. 

Rakosi also discussed the “backwardness” Hungarian 
export products. said that Hungary could longer 
rely exporting inferior outdated goods the expecta- 
tion that they would bought because acute short- 
ages abroad. “For instance, the Kando electric locomotives 
sold like hotcakes all over the world some 40-45 years ago. 
But they have now become outmoded, and their sale for 
export out the question.” Rakosi concluded that trade 
union and industrial leaders must realize that the country 
faced with “entirely new problem which, after ten years 
reconstruction and production, presents with new 


“We have spent billions new machines, construction 
modern factories, and have succeeded modernizing 
part our industry. The other part, however, remains 
backward. the Matyas Rakosi Works, there are ma- 
chines which were bought years ago pig iron. The 
Comrades know very well that the majority our boilers 
are sixty years 

“If the Comrades cannot understand that must adopt 
new methods, different from those used last year and the 
year before, shall continue stagnate and will 
backwards. This backwardness already strongly affects our 
living standard, for the amounts spent adjustment 
prices and expensive and wastefully-produced export 
goods, which are not yet up-to-date and are poorly fin- 
ished, are considerable.” 


means improving production, Rakosi and Sandor 
Gaspar, Chairman the National Council Trade 
Unions, emphasized intensified work competitions, better 
working conditions, and rhythmic fulfillment plan tar- 
gets. Rakosi claimed that there must definite change 
working methods and work competitions: “We must 
rouse ourselves from the complacency have become ac- 
customed the past ten years.” Sandor Gaspar 
(Szabad Nep, January 21) stressed the link between work 
competitions and modern technology and declared that 
“educational measures must taken against violators 
work discipline.” For this purpose, Gaspar said, courts 
made the “most respected workers” must formed 
larger plants and must entrusted with the kind 
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“jurisdiction which does not impair but increases the au- 
thority and responsibility the manager.” 

Both speakers also insisted that workers must insured 
the benefits granted them collective agreements. Rakosi 
stated that “we can reach our industrial objectives only 
pay continual attention health measures, worker 
welfare, accident prevention, vacations and recre- 
ation. The more attention pay worker welfare and 
labor protection measures, the more easily will solve our 
production problems—including problem] our tech- 
nological lag.” Gaspar also urged trade unions stand 
for workers’ rights: “It impossible,” said, “to create 
safe working conditions mere words. Workers have 
the right expect plant committees and trade unions 
take more resolute stand against economic leaders. They 
must demand the elimination unhealthy conditions and 
cut down accident possibilities.” 


1956 Budget 


Minister Finance Karoly Olt presented the 1956 
budget the National Assembly February also 
reviewed last year’s budget. reported Szabad Nep 
(Budapest), February and 10, Olt revealed that 
revenues last year fell short the target 2.1 billion 
forint. Total expenditures were 2.4 billion forint lower 
than planned, but the investment target was exceeded 
almost percent. Revenues and expenditures the 1956 
budget are somewhat less than last year, but total invest- 
ments will 12.8 billion forint compared with 9.8 
billion 1955. Heavy industry will get percent the 
investments (compared with percent budgeted last 
year) and food and light industry will get 2.7 percent 
(8.7 percent last year). The details the two budgets, 
given Olt, are follows (in billions forint) 


1955 1955 1956 
Planned Realized Planned 
State enterprises ............ 33.6 27.6 
People’s economy ........... 25.2 22.5 
Industrial development 9.0 
3.9 5.3 
Heavy industry ....... 3.1 5.0 
Food and light industry 0.8 0.3 
2.3 1.9 
Kolkhoz credits ......... 0.5 0.6 
1,2 1.2 
Educational, cultural, social-wel- 
fare and health ........... 10.4 11.5 
Administration ........ 2.0 2.1 
Muncipal Councils .......... 7.0 7.0 
Budget surplus ............... 1.5 1.8 1.2 


addition the appropriations under the State 
budget, another 3.5 billion forint will spent State 


enterprises from their own funds. 1955 their contribu- 
tion was 4.8 billion forint. 


1955 Plan Results 


The report 1955 plan fulfillment indicated that, 
general, production results were much better than 1954. 
The communique the Central Bureau Statistics, pub- 
lished Budapest newspapers January 22, put overall 
plan fulfillment “Socialist” industry 103.2 percent, 
compared with 101.4 percent Total industrial 
production 1955 rose 8.2 percent over 1954, whereas 
1954 production increased only 3.1 percent over 1953. The 
communique stated that percent the 1955 production 


increase had resulted from higher productivity. The plan 
for productivity was overfulfilled 3.8 percent (in 1954, 
productivity was 1.5 percent short the target), and the 
target for cost reduction was also exceeded. The report 
stated, however, that production still uneconomical and 
that new techniques have not been introduced fast enough. 

Industrial enterprises controlled the ministries ful- 
filled the plan the following percentages: smelting and 
machine industry, 104.9; coal mining, 103; chemical and 
power industry, 103.3; light industry, 101.4; food, 102.7; 
building, 109; communications and postal services, 106.8; 
enterprises under the Forestry Directorate, 106.8; local in- 
dustry, 104.5; and handicraft cooperatives, 101.1 percent. 
(No mention was made private handicraft, which has 
recently been cut down. 

The report gave the following figures 1955 production 
leading industries (1954 and 1953 production respec- 
tively parentheses): coal, 22.3 million metric tons (22, 
21.3); crude oil, 1.6 million metric tons (1.19, 0.83); 
electric power, 5.4 billion kwh (4.6, steel, 1.6 mil- 
lion metric tons (1.49, 1.54); and rolled steel, .88 million 
metric tons (.82, Alumina output was 6,000 metric 
tons short the target, which was fulfilled only 96.3 
percent; aluminum production, however, increased 12.8 
percent over 1954. 

Increases the machine industry were “substantial,” 
and 1955 production allegedly included 1,348 motorbuses, 
296 railroad passenger cars, 775 milling machines, 2,523 


drilling machines, 4,559 wheeled tractors, 217,200 bicycles, 
373,200 radio sets and 46,100 sewing machines. 

Light industrial manufactures included (figures for 1954 
and 1953 respectively parentheses): 237 million square 
meters cotton fabric (226, 209); million square 
meters woolen fabric (12, 9); and 12.3 million pairs 
leather shoes (10, 8). compared with 1954, output 
the food industry increased 6.7 percent, retail trade 
turnover, percent, and foreign trade about ten percent. 

The report also listed successes agriculture, which was 
given investment 2.4 billion During 1955, 
some 60,000 families joined kolkhozes and the collective 
land area increased 201,150 hectares. Progress 
mechanization and animal breeding was “good,” and, with 
the exception rice, the crop was pronounced satisfac- 
tory. Hog stocks increased rapidly and passed the eight 
million mark October (in 1954 the total was 6.8 million). 
Except for rice, oats and sunflower seeds, deliveries farm 
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produce were higher than 1954, and generally exceeded 
plan targets. 

The report also claimed that during 1955 another 30,000 
apartments had been constructed and that the real wages 
workers and employees had risen. “The income the 
peasant increased considerably result favorable crops 
and State bulk purchases the free 
market.” figures, however, were given substantiate 
these claims. 


increase 


Shortcomings the plan were discussed Radio Buda- 
pest, January 25: 


considerable shortcomings were 
evident industry last year. Important industrial branches 
failed fulfill production plans. The heat value coal 
fell below the target There 


were grave shortcomings the application new tech- 


reaching only 99.1 


nical methods and production new items. Economizing 
materials was unsatisfactory, particularly with regard 
imports, and industrial branches did not 
work the end the 


many 


succeed eliminating shock 


month.” 


Emigres 


The regime has continued its “repatriation campaign” 
with January decree announcing that Hungarian citi- 
zens who have established permanent residence abroad will 
issued passports and travel documents upon request 
they register their citizenship with local Hungarian author- 
ities. The alleged purpose the decree enable Hun- 
garian expatriates visit friends and relatives home, 
and “improve their status” the countries where they 
have taken residence. 

Since the amnesty for Hungarian emigres, which 
scheduled expire April 1956, has brought few 
clear that the regime seeking new means encour- 
aging redefection. Hungarian exiles who submit regis- 
tration will automatically lose their status political 
refugees and, giving them permits return home 
visits, the regime obviously hoping prepare the ground 
for their permanent withdrawal from the free world. 


Lithuania 
New Premier 


January 16, Mechislovas Gedvilas, Lithuanian Pre- 
mier the Council Ministers) 
moved from his post and replaced Motieyus Shumaus- 
kas, previously Second Secretary the Lithuanian CP. 
Gedvilas had been head the Lithuanian regime ever 
since Lithuania’s annexation the Soviet Union 1940. 
was also member the and Politburo the 
Lithuanian CP, alternate member the CCCPSU, and 
delegate the Supreme Soviet the Soviet Union, where 
was Chairman the Committee Recommendation 
Bills the Soviet Nationalities. After his removal 
Premier was still listed among the members the 
Presidium the Ninth Lithuanian Party Congress, and 
took part the Congress debates, but was not re-elected 
the Party Politburo. There has been information 
yet his retention the other positions. 


Chairman was re- 


Shumauskas, fifty years old, has been Chairman the 


State Planning Commission, Lithuanian and 
Politburo member, alternate member the CCCPSU, 
and delegate the Supreme Soviet the Soviet Union. 

Reason for the change was made clear the course 
the Ninth Party Congress, held Vilnius, January 24-26. 
Lithuanian agriculture has run into serious difficulties, 
and apparently hoped that Shumauskas will able 
more than his predecessor this field. The Decision 
the Ninth Congress stated, according Radio Vilnius, 
February 


“The situation agricultural affairs still remains un- 
satisfactory. Many kolkhozes have poorly developed their 
collective economy, and are earning little products 
money. Sowing, harvesting and threshing are being 
delayed, and there great loss crops. Crop yield re- 
mains poor many kolkhozes. The number cattle has 
fallen and the productivity cows has shrunk the 
kolkhozes the Republic during the past year. Fodder 
production has lagged far behind needs. Because this, 
the production agricultural goods has decreased con- 
siderably during the past few years. Many MTS are work- 
ing altogether unsatisfactorily. 


The agricultural difficulties Lithuania were appar- 
ently the subject December 1955 Decision the 
Council Ministers the Soviet Union and the CCCPSU. 
This Decision has not, contrary usual practice, been 
published, but its title, according Tiesa (Vilnius), Janu- 
ary 20, was “Concerning the Means for Improving the 
Agricultural Economy the Lithuanian SSR.” 


Albania 


Two Amnesties 


Following areawide pattern developing since last 
summer, Albania January announced two 
one for prisoners within the the other for exiles. 
The internal amnesty provided for “cancellation the re- 
maining terms 520 prisoners and reduction the terms 
813 prisoners.” These are presumably both ‘itical and 
criminal offenders; more specific informa given. 

The external amnesty provides for the from 
prison liability all Albanian citizens who have committed 
crimes and who are exiled abroad, these citizens return 
the People’s Republic Albania December 31, 1957. 
Returned citizens will granted rights equal those 
all citizens the Republic.” Excluded from this amnesty 
were “all those exiles who have committed great crimes 
against the people and the fatherland.” The names 
these were published; among them are King Zog, Abas 
Kupi, and various exile leaders. 

The announcement the external amnesty was accom- 
panied the usual attacks the conditions emigre 
life, the emigre leaders, and “imperialist organiza- 
tions espionage shouting that the days the people’s 
regime are numbered.” (Radio Tirana, January 12.) With 
this amnesty, the Albanian redefection campaign will 
doubtless increase intensity. 
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Years Trial and Hope, Harry 
Truman (Doubleday: The sec- 
ond volume Mr. Truman’s memoirs 
covering the period 
like the first volume, the present work does 
not present the material chronologically, 
for the ex-President sets forth the major 
aspects his administration chapters 
arranged according subject matter, 
and each major problem discussed 
detail. Among the events 
which evokes are the domestic prob- 
lems the immediate postwar period, 
the story General Marshall, China 
and the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall 
Plan, the Berlin Airlift and the creation 
the State Israel. The memoirs are 
climaxed the Korean War and the 
MacArthur affair and end with the 
1952 election campaign and the meeting 
between Truman and President-elect 
Eisenhower the White House. Index. 


Soviet Professional Manpower, Nich- 
olas DeWitt (National Science 
tion: $1.25). This study was undertaken 
the National Science Foundation 
assess the quantity and quality pro- 
fessional 
power available the Soviet Union. 
presents scholarly and well docu- 
mented survey technical education 
the USSR from primary school the 
most advanced level, measuring the sup- 
ply variously skilled manpower the 
Soviet economy, and analyzing the em- 
ployment and utilization professional 
manpower resources. Charts, index and 
statistical appendix. 


The Thaw, Ilya Ehrenburg (Regnery: 
$3.50). novel one the best 
known contemporary Soviet 
dealing with life small provincial 
town the Soviet Union. The book 
dull and superficial and the characters 
sketchily constructed, but notable 
for sharp deviation from the old Stal- 
inist line—a veiled attempt Soviet 
humanism—which earned its author 
severe attack the 1954 Second Con- 
gress Soviet Writers. The Thaw dis- 


cusses “middle class” life; indirectly 
questions its purpose and meaning, re- 
vealing its sterility and boredom. Ap- 
pended penetrating essay Russell 
Kirk, “The Death Art,” which the 
meaning The Thaw and the state 
Soviet literature are discussed. 


1917-1941, Martha 
Bradshaw, ed. (Research Program the 
U.S.S.R.: $4.00). This paperbound vol- 
cles written men who participated 
the Soviet theater various capacities 
and left the Soviet Union shortly after 


Soviet Theatres, 


1940. Aspects the Soviet stage range 
from “Moscow Theaters 1917-1941.” 


“The Red Army Central Theater Mos- 
cow,” and “Training for the 
Moldavian and Bulgarian Theaters 1934- 
1938.” particularly interesting writ- 
ings “The Theater Soviet Concen- 
tration Camps” and “Birth and Death 
the Modern Ukrainian The 
articles throw light the molding 
highly diverse and creative groups 
Russian theater artists into unified and 
monotonous clique, which has had 
create the kind theater demanded 
Soviet government decrees. The editor 
outlines brief history major events 
Soviet drama 1941. Indices and 
bibliography. 


Electoral Practices the U.S.S.R., 


George Barr Carson, Jr. (Praeger: 
$3.50). study made during the au- 


thor’s appointment Senior Fellow 
the Russian Institute Columbia Uni- 
versity during 1951-52. The examina- 
tion largely confined elections for 
local Soviets: the Supreme Soviets are 
elected similar methods, and the aver- 
age citizen’s closest contact with elec- 
tions instrument State power 
the lowest organizational level. Mr. 
Carson’s sources include the constitu- 
tions the Soviet Union and the several 
Union Republics, Soviet administrative 
guidance manuals, special editions 
particular laws, articles specialized 
periodicals, press accounts, pictures and 
articles popular magazines 
views with refugees who had been mem- 
bers local Soviets electoral com- 
missions. Charts, appendix, notes. 


The Red Pioneer, Michael Marku 
(Comet: $2.00). This brief and 
tragic novel tracing the effects Com- 
munist indoctrination and tyranny upon 
thirteen-year-old-boy and his freedom- 
loving family Albania. The author 
himself fled from that country. Unfor- 
tunately, the book, geared primarily 
teenage readers, gives highly melo- 
dramatic and oversimplified picture 
Communists and Communism. 


The Permanent Purge, Zbigniew 
Brzezinski (Harvard: $4.75). The au- 
thor, Research Fellow the Harvard 
Russian Research Center, believes that 
the purge inherent and necessary 
technique the totalitarian State under- 
‘drastic change.” finds that 
Soviet purges are not necessarily symp- 
tomatic weakness, but rather 
further consolidation dictatorial power. 
his analysis the historical devel- 
opment the purge and the funda- 
mental conditions the totalitarian sys- 
tem which necessitate its use, em- 
phasizes the great purges 1936-38 and 
the period following Stalin’s death. 
Though the purge may take less violent 
forms, Brzezinski feels that false 
expect mellowing Soviet internal 
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policies, since obedience and forced par- 
ticipation the furtherance rigid 
Soviet goals and the resolution in- 
ternal conflict can only enforced 
bibli- 
ography, index and extensive footnotes. 


A ppen lices. 


Integrated Europe?, Michael Flor- 
insky (Macmillan: $3.50). The author 
attempts answer three questions: 
why and how the issue European in- 
tegration assumed its present import- 
ance; what has actually been done 
from the end World War the 
spring 1955 advance the economic, 
military and political unification 
Europe: what practical conclusions 
can legitimately drawn 
experimentation, Feeling that “were 
the issues involved better 
the rejection the European Defense 
Community Treaty the French Na- 
tional Assembly would have come less 
shock,” the author examines the 
history, issues, problems 
the idea European integration. 
finds that “European patriotism pa- 
rochial and narrow,” and that “of the 
international institutions created, at- 
period, only those which have supra- 
national features proved workable.” 
concludes that although the coopera- 
tion Western Europe both desir- 
able and possible, insistence Euro- 


understood, 


postwar 


pean integration both foolish and un- 
realistic. Included very useful list 
initials and the organizations for 
which they stand. Bibliography 
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OF 


Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe and Free Europe Press. The Committee’s efforts are focused the 
captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the 
Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, 
journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters—who have 
escaped from the Communist enslavement their native lands. 
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